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TO      THE 


PROTESTANT  ASSOCIATION. 


Gentlemen, 

IT  is  probable,  that  at  the  nrft  fight  or  hearing  of 
this  Addreis,  you  will  imagine  it  is  written  by 
fome  zealous  catholic  ;  or  perhaps,  by  fome  mi- 
nifterial  hireling;  .by  fome  fhirdy  beggar  of  the 
church  ;  a  Reverend  Dean  *  perhaps ;  or,  by  fome 
laritudinarian  infidel,  who  profeffes  a  love  of  liberty, 
through  a  fhameful  indifferency  to,  or  hatred  of,  all 
religion  :  but  Gentlemen,  be  not  too  hafty  in  judg- 
ing ;  which,  I  think,  is  a  fault,  your  Appeal  justi- 
fies me  in  fuppofing,  you  are  too  prone  to  be 
guilty  of. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  this  Addrefs  to  "  advance 
"  Popery,  to  ruin  the  ftate,  to  deftroy  the  church, 
"  to  facrifice  the  nation  to  a  double  flavery,  and 
"  prepare  chains  both  for  the  bodies  and  minds  of 
"  Britons  -f ' \  Indeed  it  is  my  ferious  opinion,  that 
Popery  is  one  of  the  moft  fhameful  fuperftitions, 
which  have  ever  been  propagated  to  the  difgrace  of 
human  nature,  and  the  diihonour  of  the  Chriftian 
name.  But  i  am  far  from  thinking,  that  all  Papifts 
are  in  a  ftate  of  damnation,    however  contrary  to  the 

*  The  Appeal  expreffes  fome  degree  of  refentment  againft  Dr. 
Tucker,  De«n  ofGloucefter,  for  what  is  called  his  panegyric  on 
the  Papilh.     Note,  page  16. 
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truth  of  Chriftianity  Popery  may  be.  I  can  fuppofe, 
that  a  firm  opinion  of  the  Pope's  iupremacy,  of  the 
corporal  prefence  of  Chrift  in  the  facrament,  and  the 
life  of  images,  may  be  retained  by  men,  who  worlhip 
God  in  fpirit  and  truth,  who  have  a  mod  cordial  attach* 
ment  to  our  Saviour,  and  who  live  in  the  practice  of 
all  known  virtues  and  good  works,  through  the  hope 
of  eternal  life.  Yet  Popery  may  be,  notwithstanding, 
the  fame  fuperfxition,  the  fame  corruption  of  Chriftl- 
anity j  which  you  eiteem  it  to  be.  And  I  am  as  far 
from  making  it  a  matter  of  indirTerency,  whether  a 
man  be  a  Papift,  or  not  *,  as  I  am  from  thinking  a 
man  may  fafely  venture  into  the  hotteft  flames,  be- 
caufe  God  prelerved  the  three  faithful  Jews,  and  can 
keep  others  unhurt,  in  the  midft  of  a  burning  fiery 
furnace. 

Permit  me  to  boaft  of  myfelf  a  little,  in  hope  of 
gaining  a  more  candid,  at  leaft  a  more  patient,  at- 
tention to  this  Addrefs.  With  you,  Gentlemen,  I 
glory  in  being  a  Briton  •,  I  efteem  it  a  privilege,  that 
I  was  born  an  Englifhman,  becaufe  this  happy  land  is 
diftinguifhed  by  Providence  with  bleflings  above  moft 
other  countries  of  the  world :  I  have  not  been  preju- 
diced againft  our  national  eftablifhment,  by  an  edu- 
cation in  any  foreign  Univerfity  •,  I  boaft  my  nurfing 
under  the  alma  mater  of  one  of  our  two  famous  uni- 
verfities  •,  a  clergyman  too,  the  ion  of  a  clergyman, 
and,  of  the  church  of  England.  In  thefe  refpecls, 
Gentlemen,  I  think  myfelf  happy.  I  boaft  indeed  •, 
bur,  without  the  uncharitable  fpirit  of  a  bigot.  "  I 
44  can  live  not  only  in  charity,  but  in  friendfhip  with 
"  the  Papifts,"  (as  men  •,  and  with  pious  Papifts,  as 
brethren)  "  without  the  leaft  inclination  to  offend 
"  them  •,"  and,  confidering  their  natural  rights,  as 
men;  and  confidering  my  own  character  too,  asaChrif- 
rian  •,  without  appealing  to  the  fword  of  the  magif- 
trate  to  obftruct  the  introduction  of  their  religion. 

Their  religion  has  been  long  profeifed  to  a  certain 
degree  amongft  us,  without  any  detriment  "  to  the 
"  liberty  of  our  country  :"  and  I  can  fuppofe,  that 
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a  repeal  of  certain  penal  ftatutes  may  take  place,  as 
fafely  as  a  relaxation  of  them.  And  I  feel  myfelf 
obliged  to  think,  that  Sir  George  Savile,  or  whoever 
propofed  the  repeal,  and  the  government  which  ac- 
quiefced  in  it-,  were  well  allured  that  the  repeal 
would  not  "  neceffarily  be  ruinous  to  the  liberty  of 
"  our  country."*  I  am  too  far  removed  from  our 
governors,  to  be  able  to  judge  politically  and  deci- 
fively  of  their  conduct ;  and  therefore,  at  every  turn 
of  public  affairs,  which  does  not  commend  itielf  im- 
mediately to  my  wifdom,  do  not  wifh  my  head  on 
Lord  North's  moulders. 

But,  fuppofing  I  thought  the  liberty  of  our  coun- 
try in  danger  of  ruin,  at  fome  diftant  period,  through 
an  imprudent  indulgence  of  the  Papifts  •,  yet,  I  would 
not  pretend  religion,  nor  fuffer  myfelf  to  think  1 
fhould  do  God  lervice,  by  endeavouring  to  engage 
the  fword  of  the  magiftrate  again!!  them.  The  rea- 
ibns  which  engage  me  not  to  act  as  your  Appeal 
would  excite  me  to  do,  arife  from  certain  precepts  of 
the  gofpel,  from  the  nature  of  Chriftianity  itfelf,  and 
from  the  views  I  have  of  the  flate  of  the  various 
fedts  profefiing  Chriftianity.  I  am  taught  by  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel  to  propagate  truth,  and  to  re- 
fill error,  by  other  weapons  than  the  fword  of  civil 
powers.  Chriftianity  is  a  ftranger  in  the  world  ;  it 
has  nothing  of  this  world  in  it :  and  I  believe,  that 
the  light  of  life,  like  the  glorious  fplendor  which  if- 
fues  from  the  centre  of  this  creation,  may  vifit  the 
hearts  of  Papifts,  as  well  as  of  Proteftants ;  and  that 
fuch  is  the  ftate  both  of  Papifts  and  Proteftants,  that 
they  equally  feem  to  be  objects  of  that  mercy  which 
can  have  compaflion  on  the  ignorant^  aqd  on  them 
that  are  out  of  the  way. 

I  am  taught  by  Chriftian  philofophy  *,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  in  character,  am  inftructed  by  the  fpirit  of  truth  ; 
to  renounce  my  national  prejudices  and  the  prej  udices  of 
educations  and  to  efteem  men  of  other  countries,  and 

*  Motto  to  the  Appeal, 
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of  other  perfuafions  in  religion,  as  dear  to  God,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  partakers  of  the  fame  falvation,  and 
hope  as  myfelf.  1  cannot  unchriftian  a  Papift,  a  Lu- 
theran, a  Zuinglian,  a  Calvinift,  a  Puritan,  an  In- 
dependent, a  Preibyterian,  an  Anabaptift,  no,  nor  a 
Quaker.  Jf  people  of  any  of  the'e  iects  may  be 
Chriftian,  if  charity  obliges  us  to  hope  that  men  of 
each  denomination  may  be  faved,  then  Chriftianity 
has  nothing  of  Popery  in  it  j  it  is  not  Lutheranifm 
nor  is  it  Calvinifm  ;  it  is  not  ancient  Puritanifm,  nor 
is  it  Methodifm — If  any  of  the  DifTenters  cry,  "  lo 
"  here  ;*'  or  churchmen  authoritatively  fay,  "  lo 
"  there  •,"  people  mult  not  think  by  hearing  the  one, 
or  by  following  the  other,  they  will  certainly  find  Chrif- 
tianity and  falvation.  Perhaps  the  very  way  to  wan- 
der in  darknefs,  to  nvfs  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  to 
be  deftitute  of  real  Chriftianity,  and  to  lofe  falvation, 
is  to  think  of  finding  it  in  Popery,  in  Proteftantifm, 
in  Lutheranifm,  in  Calvinifm,  in  the  practices  of 
Churchmen,  or  in  the  peculiarities  of  Diffenters.  St. 
Paul  chides  the  Corinthians  for  their  departure  from 
the  truth  ;  and  makes  it  a  certain  mark  of  an  un- 
chriltian  ftate,  that  there  were  divifions  amongft 
them  :  one  faid,  I  am  of  Paul ;  another,  I  am  of 
Apollos  ;  another,  I  am  of  Cephas ;  another,  I  am 
of  Chrift.  It  may  feem  ftrange ;  but,  fo  it  is,  that 
to  be  of  Chrift,  in  the  fame  refpeet  that  another  is  of 
Paul,  or  of  Apollos,  or  of  Cephas,  is  to  be  unchrif- 
tian,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  carnal. 

As  a  minifter  therefore,  1  would  fo  preach,  as  that 
no  one  fhould  know,  were  it  not  for  circumftances  of 
time  and  place,  of  what  denomination  I  am ;  and  as 
a  man,  think  it  my  intereft  to  get  rid  of  old  preju- 
dices, and  avoid  taking  up  new  ones.  Both  as  a  mi- 
nifter, and  a  man,  I  would  ftudy  what  that  is,  which 
is  not  necefTanly  connected  with  the  peculiarities  of 
men  of  any  denomination  of  Chriftians  -,  which  if  I 
difcover  and  obtain,  fhall  be  confident  that  I  am  al- 
together Chriftian,  and  (hall  hope  to  obtain  eternal 
falvation. 

2  If 
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If  your  Aflbciation  had  been  merely  political,  -if 
you  had  not  pretended  religion,  the  Aflbciation  had 
been  unnoticed   by  me.     But  whereas  you  call  it  a 
Protectant   Aflbciation,    and   prorefs   a  concern  for 
Chriitianity,  as  a  chief  ground  of  your  proceedings, 
and  the  facred  name  of  religion   is  your  pretence, 
and  in  the  name  of  my  mailer  thunder  both  civil  and 
ecckfiaftical  excommunication  againft  thofe  who  dif- 
fer from  you  in  religious  opinions  and  practices,  and 
your  Appeal  breathes  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  againft 
thofe  whom  you  anathematize  as  idolaters,  who  are 
to  be  disfranchifed  as  citizens,  their  mouths  to  be 
gagged,  and   their  worfhip  according  to  confcience 
iupprefied — I  fay,  whereas  you  act  the  part  of  bi- 
gotted  Papifts,  in  the  name  of  Chriftians  and  Protec- 
tants,   I  think  you  are  fetting  about  a  work  which 
Chrift  never  impofed  on  his  followers,  and  which  he 
has  warned  his  people  never  to  be  engaged  in  ;    and 
I  cannot  but   be  alarmed   at  the  conlequences  I  ap- 
prehend.   I  cannot  but  feel  for  many  of  my  miftaken, 
brethren,  who  are  members  of  your  Aflbciation  ;  and 
tremble  for  many  other,  who  may   be  influenced  by 
your  Appeal  to  join  in  the  crufade,  which  you  pro- 
claim againft  the  poor  Papifts — I  am  alarmed  becaufe 
I  think  your  conduct  quite  oppofite  to  the  gofpel ;  as 
oppoflte  as  you  efteem  Popery  to  be  -,    and  1  fear  left 
any  truly  Chriftian  people  fhould,  by  zealoufly  pur- 
fuing  your  plan,  fwerve  from  the  truth  and  fpirit  of 
Chriitianity. 

We  have  your  word  for  it,  that  M  the  Aflbciation 
"  is  not  formed  to  promote  the  views  of  party,  or  to 
*'  embarrafs  the  meafures  of  government  at  this  im- 
"  portant  crifis*."  Whatever  may  be  your  intenti- 
ons, certainly  there  is  this  tendency  in  the  fact.  Ic 
tends  to  increafe  the  number  of  malecontents ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  many  of  you,  upon  being  difap- 
poinfed  of  the  influence  expected  from  the  Aflbcia- 
tion, will  coalefce  with  other  aflbciations,  which  are 

•  Appeal,  p.  5. 
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in  oppofnion  to  government  on  political  principles 
merely. 

Ye  may  be  "  Proteftants,  who  will  yield  to  none  of 
"  their  fellow.fubjecfs,  in  loyalty  to  his  Majefty's  per- 
44  Ton,  or  in  zealous  attachment  to  our  happy  confti- 
<c  tution:"*  but,  I  would  not  wifh  his  Majeity  to  truft 
his  facred  pcrfon,  and  the  affairs  of  his  government, 
in  your  hands.  It  will  ever  be  remembered,  that  the 
fame  degree  of  loyalty  -f  and  zeal  has  been  profefTed, 
in  days  of  yore,  by  men,  who  laid  majefty  in  the  dud, 
and  overturned  both  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  confti- 
tiuion  of  their  country  •,  that  the  very  man,  who  fhut 
the  gates  of  Hull  againlt  his  fovereign,  told  him  from 
the  battlements,  that  he  could  not  open  the  gates  to 
him,  for  he  kept  and  would  preferve  the  town  for  the 
king\  and  that  Judas  too  profeffed  loyalty,  and  faid, 
hail,  Matter  !  when  he  betrayed  his  Lord. 

It  is  demanded,  "  what  fecurity  can  be  given  to 
"  any  ftate  for  their  {the  Roman  Catholics)  peaceable 
"  behaviour."  Here,  I  fuppofe,  the  matter  is  put 
on  the  right  footing.  Had  this  point  been  kept  to, 
as  1  obferved  before,  I  had  not  taken  this  public  no- 
tice of  you,  Let  their  religion  be  kept  out  of  fight ; 
let  it  not  be  brought  into  queltion,  whether  their 
faith  be  repugnant  to  the  fcriptures  •,  make  no  lamen- 
tations over  their  idolatry  and  fuperftition — but,  if 
ye  will  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  religious 
fools  -,  then  fuffer  fools  gladly,  feeing  ye  yourielves 
are  wife-,  Quis  enim  ftulto  invideat,  nifi  qui  ipfe  fit 
Itukidimus  ?  J  Let  it  be  a  mere  civil  affair,  and  your 
concern  no  more  than,  ne  quid  detrimenti  rcfpublica 
capiat;  let  the  queftion  be  no  other  than  you  have 
ftated  it,  *'  Whether  the  Papifts  be  capable  of  giving 
"  proper  fecurky  for  their  peaceable  behaviour  •,"  or, 

•  Appeal,  p.  6. 

f  That  piety,  veneration  and  loyalty,  which  is  due  to  Em- 
perors, does  not  confiit  in  the  fore-mentioned  (hews  of  duty, 
which  even  rebellion  cloaks  herfelf  in  to  pafs  undifcovered,  but  in 
fuch  virtues,  as  civil  fociety  finds  neceflary  to  be  pra&ifed  fin" 
cerely  towards  prince  and  people.  Tertulman. 

I  La&. 
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which,  I  think,  amounts  to  the  fame  thing;  whether 
there  can  be  any  proper  affurance  of  their  fubjection, 
by  reafon  of  the  known  ftrength  and  vigour  of  the 
executive  power,  by  reafon  of  the  Catholics'  poverty, 
or  want  of  numbers,  or  by  any  other  reafon  what- 
ever. The  fanction  of  oaths  is,  no  doubt,  ufeful  to 
the  well-being  of  fociety  -,  but,  wo  be  to  that  go- 
vernment which  depends  altogether,  or  chiefly  on 
oaths  of  allegiance.  If  my  memory  does  not  betray 
me,  General  Burgoyne  trufted  to  the  folemn  engage- 
ment of  oaths  '*,  and  in  confequence  part  of  his 
army  was  betrayed  and  defeated  at  Bennington. 
Even  in  what  are  called  Chriftian  countries,  I  believe, 
the  greater  number  arc  fubject  for  wrath,  rather 
than  for  confcience  fake.  Take  it  for  granted  there- 
fore, that  the  oaths  of  Papifts  are  no  better  than  a 
fpider's  web ;  yet,  the  magiftrate  beareth  not  the 
fword  in  vain. 

Be  this  as  it  may  •,  is  the  queftion,  *'  Whether 
$l  Papifts  can  give  proper  fecunty  to  the  (late  for 
"  their  peaceable  behaviour,"  a  fit  fubject  to  be 
agitated  in  the  pulpit  ?  or  for  any  of  the  followers 
of  Jefusto  be  concerned  about  with  patriotic  zeal? 
It  may  be  a  proper  object  for  the  confideration  of 
our  civil  governors,  of  his  Majefty's  council,  of  the 
great  council  of  the  nation  affembled  in  parliament ; 
and  may,  with  a  confiftency  of  character,  be  zeal- 
oufly  attended  to,  by  thole  "  who  mind  earthly 
"  things."  Let  it  be  debated,  if  it  pleafes  yon,  in 
political  clubs,  and  by  idlers  in  coffee- homes :  but 
let  "  the  man  of  God,"  he,  I  mean,  whole  treafure 
and  heart  are  in  heaven,  beware  leaft  the  apple  of 
difcord  engage  him,  and  "  for  things  preient,  he 
*'  lofe  thole  which  are  eternal." 

It  will  not  be  expected,  after  what  is  juft  now 
expreffed,  that  I  fhall  attempt  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
tion.  Non  noftrum  eft- — but,  mud  not  candour 
(not  to  fay  charity,  which  hopeth   all  things)  pre- 

*  What  Pope  had  thefe  Proteftants  to  abfolve  them  from  the 
guijt  of  perjury  ? 

fume 


[     io     ] 

fume  that  government  was  afliired  of  their  peaceable 
behaviour,  before  any  indulgence  was  given  them  by 
law  ;  at  leaft,  that  there  was  a  great  moral  certainty 
that  they  would  not  prefendy  foment  rebellion,  or 
form  afibciations  to  embarrafs  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment ?  It  would  to  the  laft  degree  be  abfurd,  to 
fuppofe  that  our  governors  would  have  fufFered  the 
bill  to  pais  without  great  oppofition  to  it,  if  they 
had  not  been  fatisfied  of  the  peaceable  behaviour  of 
the  Catholics  -,  for  the  miniftry  need  not  at  this  time 
increafe  the  number  of  unpeaceable  fubjects. 

The  truth  is,  if  any  thing  was  to  be  feared  on 
pafling  the  bill,  it  was  from  Proteftants,  not  from 
Papiits.  This,  it  has  been  whifpered,  true,  or  not, 
I  dare  not  affirm,  was  clearly  feen  by  certain  gentle- 
men in  oppofition  ;  and  that  the  defign  of  propofing 
legal  redrefs  of  grievances  for  the  Catholics,  was 
either  to  fap  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics,  in  cafe  the 
miniftry  had  oppoied  the  bill,  and  it  had  been  re- 
jected;  or,  to  ftir  up  popular  prejudices  againft  the 
miniftry  for  pafling  the  bill,  and  perhaps  againft  the 
parliament  itfelf,  and  in  the  end,  to  excite  civil 
commotions,  and  to  throw  all  things  into  confufion ; 
in  order  to  introduce  that  happy  ftate  of  things  in 
which  a  certain  fet  of  difcontented  beings  might  be- 
come the  fac  tot um. 

What  is  here  faid  of  the  patriotic  intentions  of  the 
framers  and  patrons  of  the  bill,  is  in  part  juftified, 
or  rather  feems  to  be  countenanced,  by  your  own 
44  obfervations  on  the  manner  in  which  the  late  ad 
44  was  obtained  V  Your  readers  are  informed, 
that,  "  without  any  previous  notice,  the  act  was  in- 
"  troduced,  in  the  moft  private  manner — there  was 
44  no  time  for  reflecting  on  the  act  and  its  confe- 
44  quences,  or  it  never  would  have  pajfed-f."  If  fo, 
methinks,  this  fliould  abate  the  violence  of  your 
animofity.  You  confefs  that  thofe  at  the  helm  were 
taken  at  unawares,  and  therefore  muft  acquit  them 
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of  chat  defign,  which  I  have  heard  imputed  to  them, 
of  introducing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  as  an  en- 
gine of  ftate,  to  eftablifh,  what  you  exprefs  in  alarm- 
ing capitals,  ARBITRARY  POWER  *> 

We  are  told,  that  u  the  fituation  of  thofe  at  the 
"  helm  \vas  delicate :  it  might  have  been  thought 
"  dangerous,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  to  provoke  the  re- 
"  fentment  of  a  numerous  body  of  Papifb,  by  op- 
"  pofing  the  bill :  they  were  ignorant  of  the  fenti- 
"  ments  of  the  people  •,  and,  being  thus  furprifed, 
<c  thought  it  politic  to  acquieice.  The  bifhops  had 
"  not  time  fufficiently  to  deliberate  on  it ;  and  were 
**  tender  of  appearing  enemies  to  toleration.  Thus 
"  the  mifchief  was  done,  before  the  defign  was 
"  known  •,  and,  confequently,  before  it  could  be 
"  prevented -j-."  Now,  cannot  your  wifdom,  which 
difcerned  the  defign  of  introducing  the  b;ll  in  a  clan- 
deftine  manner,  the  delicate  foliation  of  thofe  at  the 
helm,  and  of  the  bifhops,  and  that,  as  things  were, 
the  aft  could  not  be  prevented — I  lay,  could  it  not 
fuggeft  to  you  the  crifis  is  not  yet  over,  that  thofe 
at  the  helm  are  ltiil  in  the  fame  delicate  fituation, 
that  it  might  be  thought  dangerous  to  provoke  the 
refentment  of  a  numerous  body  of  Papifts  by  a  repeal 
of  the  act ;  that  the  bifhops,  either  through  the  meek 
ipirit  of  the  goipel,  or  the  latitudinarian  infidelity 
of  the  times,  or  from  "  a  fpirit  of  fupinenefs  and 
"  indifference  as  to  the  interefts  of  religion  J,"  mull 
be  (till  "  tender  of  appearing  enemies  to  toleration  •," 
and,  that  a  Proteftant  AfTociation  could  not  be 
formed   to  any  other  effeft  ||,  than  to  embarrafs  the 

*  Appeal,  p.  8.  f  Ibid.  p.  44.  %  Ibid. 

||  Could  men  of  any  undemanding  imagine,  that  the  late  ap- 
plication of  the  Proteilant  AfTociation  to  Lord  N.  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  a  repeal  of  the  aft,  or  for  an  amendment  of  it,  or  at  leaft 
to  fecond  fuch  a  bill  with  his  influence,  would  meet  with  fuccefs? 
I  have  heard  one  of  the  AfTociation  fay,  that  the  AfTociation  un- 
«lerftood  before  hand,  that,  as  affairs  are  at  prefenr,  Lord  N. 
could  not  undertake  the  bufinefs.  If  fo,  then  why  addrefs  him? 
to  what  end,  but  to  increafe  difaffeclion  ?  And,  maywenotjuft- 
Iy  fufpeel,  that  fome  of  the  AfTociation,  whatever  the  views  of 
others  may  be,  defign  nothing  lefs  than  to  embarrafs  the  mea- 
sures of  government  \ 
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meafures  of  government  -,  to  foment  animofnies 
amongft  the  pec  pie,  and  ciifaffedtion  to  the  ruling 
powers  and  to  the  parliament. 

It  is  far  removed  from  my  intentions  to  juflify  the 
act,  as  an  acl  of  policy,  or  of  juftice.  I  would  on- 
ly moderate  your  ire.  I  think,  with  bifhop  Burnet, 
that  "  if  a  government  find  any  feci:  in  religion  in- 
**  compatible  with  its  quitt  and  fafety,  it  might,  and 
"  fometimes  ought,  to  lend  away  all  that  feci,  with 
**  as  little  hardfhip  as  poftible."  If  the  Papifts  be 
actually  unruly,  let  them  be  reftrained  •,  let  them  be 
punimed  ;  let  them  be  tranfported  to  O-Taheitee,  or 
to  New  Britain  ♦,  but,  let  it  be  done,  as  an  acl:  of 
government,  in  policy  ;  and,  not  at  all,  as  an  acl: 
of  perfecution  for  religion  or  for  confcience  fake. 

But  your  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain 
does  not  proceed  on  reafons  of  ftate,  and  grounds  of 
'  civil  liberty  merely.  With  liberty,  you  join  religion  j 
and,  with  "  our  glorious  confiitution,"  you  connect 
"  the  Protejlant  caufe." — You  talk  of  their "  religious 
w  tenets  as  an  offence  to  the  very  being  and  moral 
"  perfections  of  God,  irreconcileable  to  reafon, 
t;  and  the  mod  horrid  corruption  of  divine  reve- 
"  lation  *. ' —  To  tolerate  fuch  opinions  as  thefe, 
"  you  fay,  is  to  infult  the  natural  and  moral  per- 
"  fections  of  that  God,  who  gave  us  reafon  and 
M  immortality,  and  to  encourage  the  practice  of 
"  idolatry  by  law,  in  a  Chriftian  country.  To  to- 
"  lerate  Popery,  is  to  be  inftrumental  to  the  per- 
"  dition  of  immortal  fouls  now  exifting,  and  of 
M  millions  of  fpirits,  that  at  prefent  have  no  exift- 
"  ence,  but  in  the  prefcience  of  God,  and  is  the 
"  direct  way  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  an  holy 
f*  and  jealous  God,  to  bring  down  deftruction  on 
<c  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  ruin  ourfelves  and  our 
"  pofterity  J."  In  nomine  domini  incipit  omne  ma- 
lum. If  you  do  not  go  off  the  ground  of  civil  po- 
licy, and  be  not  affociated  to  oppofe  and  perfecutc 
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the  Papifts  as  inimical  to  your  own  religion,  then  I 
do  not  underftand  to  what  end  are  mentioned  their 
religious  tenets,  contemptible  doctrines,  their  idola- 
try, their  damnable  herefies  of  forbiding  to  marry, 
fetting  up  the  vain  traditions  of  their  church,  their 
arrogance  in  refilling  the  cup  to  the  laity,  and  pro- 
hibiting millions  of  common  people  from  reading  the 
fcriptures,  the  perdition  of  millions  of  immortal 
fouls,  and  the  vengeance  of  God  for  fuffering  fuch 
tenets  and  fuch  worfhip  as  thofe  which  the  Catholics 
hold  and  practice.  Do  not  Papifts  perfecute  Pro- 
teflants  for  doctrines  which  they  reprobate,  as  an  act 
of  charity  to  millions  of  immortal  fouls  •,  and,  think- 
ing they  do  God  fervice  ?  And  is  not  the  Proteftant 
Afiuciation  doing  the  very  thing  which  you  condemn 
in  them  ? 

Afk  the  author  of  "  the  Confeffional  ;"  afk  Mr. 
Lindity  •,  afk  Dr.  Prieftley,  and  multitudes  more, 
whether  the  Church  of  England  be  not  guilty  of 
idolatry;  aik  fwarms  of  Drifts,  and  half  our  Diffen- 
ters  •,  whether  the  doctrine  of  the  thirty-nine  Articles, 
and,  particularly  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  of  the 
incarnation,  of  God  purchafing  his  Church  with  his 
own  blood,  and,  of  the  faenfice  of  the  death  of 
Chrift  as  a  proper  atonement  for  fin — whether,  I 
fay,  thefe  "  religious  tenets  be  not  an  offence  and 
'*  infult  to  the  being  and  moral  perfections  of  God, 
"  the  mod  horrid  corruption  of  divine  revelation, 
M  and  irreconcileable  to  reaibn."  Certainly  thefe 
doctrines  are  irreconcileable  to  their  realon,  that  is, 
their  mode  of  reafoning-,  and,  they  are  ready  to  fay 
of  them  all  the  tragical  things,  which  you  confent 
to  irrmute  to  Roman  Catholic  tenets.  Afk  half  the 
people  who  have  read  bifhop  Lavington's  book  of 
"  the  enthufiafm  of  Papifts  and  Methodifts  com- 
"  pared,"  Whether  methodifm  be  not  a  moft  horrid 
corruption  of  divine  revelation  ;  afk  the  Quakers 
what  they  think  of  worfhippers  in  thefe  fame  fteeple- 
houfes  ?  and  afk  bigotted  churchmen  whether  Qua- 
kers be  Ch.riflians,  and  to  be  allowed  what  is  called 
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Chriftian  burial.  Set  all  thefe  to  deal  with  one  an- 
other, as  you  are  dealing  with  the  Papifts,  and  what 
Ckriftian  work  fhall  we  have  !  The  (lory  would  again 
be  repeated,  "  They  caught  every  one  his  fellow  by 
"  the  head,  and  thruft  his  iword  into  his  fellow's 
"  fide;  fo  they  fell  down  together.  And  there 
"  was  a  very  fore  battle  that  day  *." 

Your  thoughts  on  toleration  are  curious  indeed  1 
"  Perfecution  confifts  in  hurting  a  man  (who  does  not 
"  deny  the  divine  authority  of  the  holy  f captures )  in  any 
"  of  his  natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights,  without  any 
"  crime  committed  on  his  part ;    but  merely  on  ac- 
"  count  of  the  principles  he  hold?,  and  fhe  worlhip  he 
"  performs ;  when  thole  principles  and  that  worfhip 
**  have  nothing  in  them  incompatible  with  the  civil 
"  interefts  of  the  community,  and  the  peace  of  the 
"  public  •,   and  though  he  be  able  and  ready  to  give 
*'  all  legal  fecurity  to  the  government  for  his  peace- 
"  able  behaviour. — And  toleration   is  the  very  op- 
"  pofite  of  perfecution,  and,    therefore,   confifts  in 
"  zhe  contrary  fpirit  and  conduct ;    that  is,  in  aliow- 
"  ing  every  man  to  profefs  his  own  faith,   who  ac- 
*'  knowledges  the  divine  authority  of  the  holy  fcripturesy 
u  without  the  leaft   injury    done  him    in  his    civil 
"  rights,  fo  long  as  he  (hall  give  proper  fecurity  for 
"  his   being  a  peaceable  member  of  fociety  -f\"     I 
fuppofe  proper  fecurity   in  the  lad  claufe,  means  the 
fame  as  all  legal  fecurity  in  your  account  of  the  nature 
of  perfecution  in  the  former  part  of  this  quotation, 
and  then,  by  your  own  account  of  perfecution,   you 
are  perfecuting  the  Papifts,  by   endeavouring  to  en- 
gage the  magiftrates  againft  them  •,  for,   as  the  law 
now  (lands,  they  are  both  able  and  ready  to  give  all 
legal  fecurity  for  their  peaceable  behaviour.     I  have 
put  your  curious  diftindtion  in  italics  as  worthy  of  all 
regard ;   according  to  which,    it  would   be    no   in- 
toferance  or  perfecution  to  disfranchife  a  Deift,    or  a 
Socinian,  to  imprifon  or  murder   a  Mahometan  or 
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Pagan  •,  to  hurt  them  in  any  manner  or  degree  in 
their  natural,  civil,  or  religious  rights,  on  account 
of  the  principles  they  hold,  or  the  worfhip  they  may 
perform  •,  for  they  do  not  acknowledge,  but  deny  the 
divine  authority  of  the  holy  fcriptures.  According  to 
you,  the  carnage,  which  was  fpread  through  Mexico 
and  Peru  under  pretence  of  religion,  was  no  perfe- 
cution  •,  and  had  the  auri  facra  fames  of  a  Clive  been 
attended  with  a  certain  degree  of  religious  fervour, 
and  he  had  utterly  extirpated  the  gentle  inhabitants 
of  miferable  Indoftan,  you  would,  no  doubt,  have 
juftified  his  holy  proceedings. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  zealous  friends  of 
toleration  are  only  demanding  elbow-room  for  them- 
felves ',  and  that  the  human  heart  allows  of  toleration 
only  fo  far  as  is  neceffary  to  fecure  each  one  his  own 
liberty.     The  Deift  will,  on  this  account,   admit  of 
greater    latitude   to  religious  feels    than  Proteftant 
AfTociations  will  approve  •,  and  thefe,  than  the  Papifts. 
The   very  DifTenters,  who  are    impatient  of  all  re- 
ftraint,   and  demand  full  liberty  to  choofe  their  own 
mode    of  church   government,    and   to  have    what 
minifters    and  elders  they    pleafe,   would   draw   the 
fword  to  withftand  the  landing  of  a  bifnop  in  Ame- 
rica,   though    thoufands   born   in  America,  and  of 
landed  property  there,  be,  on  principle,  Epifcopa- 
lians,  and  obliged,   in  confequence  of  this  Proteftant 
intolerance  to  lend  for  ordination  acrofs  the  Atlantic. 
The  fpirit  of  refentment  could  never  rife  higher 
in  any  man  againft  intolerance,  and  every  degree  of 
perfecution  on  religious  accounts,  than  it  did  in  the 
indignant  ftomach  of  Voltaire ;  and  yet,  never  did 
the  fpirit  of  perfecution  appear  more  violent  in  any 
one,  than  in  that  man  •,   who  excited  all   his  fire  to 
perfecute  both   things  and   men,    whole  accent,   or 
turn,  did   not  compliment  his  brilliant  genius  and 
fmgular  notions  in  philofophy  and  literature.     I  can 
admire  that  man,  as  I  do  a  keen  polifhed  razor,  in  the 
hand  of  an  expert  fhaver  •,  which  is  ufeful  enough  to 
take  off  the  excrements  which  grow  on  the  human 
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head  and  face  ',  but,  which,  in  the  hand  of  a  fplene* 
tic  fellow,  or  of  a  villain,  may  chance  to  fhave  the 
very  crown  of  my  head,  or  cut  the  throat  of  an 
honeit  citizen.  Had  Voltaire  been  a  real  Catholic, 
he  would  have  made  an  excellent  inquifitor ;  or  been 
born  and  educated  an  Englifh  Proteftant,  he  might, 
if  ftill  alive,  been  competitor  with  Lord  George  for 
the  prefidency  of  your  Affociation.  They  only  can 
be  perfectly  free  from  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  who 
have  fo  far  learned  Chrift,  as  patiently  to  bear  the 
crofs  after  him  4,  who  truly  deny  themfelves,  have 
imbibed  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  are  heavenly  minded, 
and  can  take  pleafure  in  iuffering  reproaches,  necef- 
fities,  and  persecutions  for  Chrift's  fake. 

It  will  perhaps  be  afked,  whether  I  would  tolerate 
Mahometans  ?  Mod  certainly  I  would  •,  if  any  Ma- 
hometans mould  refide  on  any  lawful  account  in  this 
country,  or  if  a  number  of  my  fickle  countrymen 
mould  embrace  the  Mahometan  religion — I  would 
tolerate  them  as  readily  as  I  would  tolerate  Papifts  or 
DifTenters.  And  if  any  Proteftant  Afibciation  mould 
engage  the  parliament  to  enact  penal  ftatutes  againft 
them,  and  my  parifh  mould  happen  to  be  the  place 
of  their  refidence,  they  might,  for  me,  profefs  their 
faith  that  there  is  one  God,  and  Mahomet  his  pro- 
phet, have  their  private  mofque,  and  meet  to  pray, 
or  to  perform  any  acts  of  external  religion  :  I  would 
never  enforce  any  ftatutes  againft  them,  nor  hurt  a 
hair  of  their  hu-ads  :  and  I  mould  think  that  the  Affo- 
ciation,  which  fhould  call  fire  from  heaven,  or  draw 
the  fword  of  the  magi  (Irate  to  confume  them,  as  un- 
chriftian  in  their  fpirit  *  and  conduct  as  the  Maho- 
metans. 

In 

•  But  you  had  beft  fee  to  it,  whether  this  does  not  concur  to 
the  making  up  of  another  article  of  irreligion  againft  you;  name- 
ly to  deprive  men  of  the  liberty  of  worshipping  after  their  own 
way,  and  to  interdict  them  the  option  of  their  Deity;  fo  that  I 
muft  not  worihip  the  God  I  would,  but  am  forced  to  worlhip 
the  God  I  would  not ;  and  yet  'tis  agreed  upon  all  hands,  that 
forced  or  unwilling  fervices  are  not  grateful  either  to  God  or  man j 
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In  the  firft  fection  of  your  Appeal,  we  have  a 
long  and  tragical  account  of  horrible  perfecutions, 
which  the  Papifts,  to  the  fhame  of  human  nature, 
and  of  their  religion,  have  been  guilty  of.  Popery* 
no  doubt,  is  lefs  tolerant,  than  Proteftantifm  :  bur, 
if  we  are  to  judge  of  men  and  perfuafions,  by  the 
evils  which  have  been  introduced  under  the  cloak  of 
religion,  we  fhall  be  induced  to  reprobate  Protef^ 
tantifm,  as  well  as  Popery,  and  perhaps  all  religions, 
and  with  horror  and  deteftation  exclaim,  tantsene 
animis  caeleftibus  iras!  Let  any  one  confider  what 
perfecutions  of  Papifts,  and  of  one  another,  Pro- 
teftants  have  been  guilty  of,  from  Cranmer  and 
Ridley  down  to  the  prefent  Proteilant  AiTociation, 
"  fuch  fpectacles  of  mifery  and  diftrefs  muft  affect 
•*  the  heart,  however  favage  and  uncultivated — the 
"  mind  will  recoil  from  fuch  fcenes  of  cruelty  and 
u  horror  as  will  appear  *"  in  the  fad  review. 

Did  not  the  Reformers  perfecute  ?  Did  not  Cran- 
mer perfecute  ?  Had  Calvin  no  hand  in  perfecuting? 
Did  not  Churchmen  perfecute  the  Puritans  in  the 
reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  the  Firft?  And  did 
not  the  Puritans  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and 
under  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  perfecute  Church- 
men, as  well  as  Papifts  ?  Has  it  not  been  the  opinion 
of  Prefbyterians  and  Independents,  that  epifcopacy 
is  intolerant  ?  and  that  "  our  civil  and  religious  li- 
i6  berties  were  endangered  by  the" — profperity  of 
the  epifcopal  church  of  England  ?  And,  "  with  what 
"  fpirit  and  unanimity  have  they  not  afled,  to  pre- 
"  ferve  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  from  the  in- 
"  croachments  of  "  epifcopacy"  and  from  its  infe- 
<c  parable  concomitant"  fas  they  deemed  it  to  be) 
"  ARBITRARY  POWER  f," 

and  for  this  reafon  even  the  Egyptians  are  tolerated  in  their  fuper* 
ftition,  which  is  the  very  vanity  of  vanities.     Tertullian. 

Non  eft  opus  vi  et  injuria  ;  quia  religio  eogi  non  poteft.  Ver- 
bis potius  quam  verberibas  res  agenda  eft,  ut  fit  voluntas*    La&, 
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The  carnage,  which  was  fpread  through  our  land 
in  the  laft  century,  was  not  the  confequence  of  a 
ftruggle  for  civil  liberties  merely  -,  but,  was  a  reli- 
gious perfecution.  It  was  a  Proteftant  perfecution 
of  Proteftants.  It  was  a  religious  zeal  which  fup- 
. ported  the  fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  occafioned  "  fuch 
"  fcenes  of  injuftice,  cruelty  and  horror,  as  muft 
*•  make  the  mind  recoil."  I  would  recommend  to 
your  perufal  the  pious  and  gentle  Bifhop  Hall's  ac- 
count of  his  hard  meafure*-,  that  ye  may  fee,  and 
beware  of,  that  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  can, 
upon  occafion,  be  foftered  in  the  bieafts  of  Pro- 
teftants as  well  as  of  Papifts. 

There  are  not  a  few  in  the  land  in  this  prefent 
day,  who  have  the  fame  fentiments  of  the  epifcopal 
church  of  England  eftabHfhment,  which  your  Ap- 
peal expreffes  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  *,  that 
"  it  not  only  enflaves  the  mind,  but  would  bind 
"  nobles  and  people  wiih  the  iron  chain  of  dt^ 
"  potifm" — that  u  it  is  a  fyftem  convenient  for 
"  tyrants :  that,  we,  at  lcaft  of  this  country,  have 
"  ever  found  it  looking  with  a  malignant  afpect  on 
"  freedom,  and  active  in  the  retinue  of  arbitrary 
•*  power."  And  there  are  fome  (Independents,  Qua- 
kers, Deifts,  and,  I  believe,  all  men  of  a  liberal 
turn)  who  abhor  Prefbyterian  tyranny,  as  much  as 
ibme  others  do  Epifcopacy  and  Popery. 

In  your  defcription  of  "  the  fatal  confequences 
"  which  will  moil  probably  refult  from  the  late 
"  aft  -f ,"  we  are  told  that  "  the  Papifts  are  fetting 
"  up  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning  in  different 
"  parts  of  the  metropolis  and  kingdom."  I  appre- 
hend this  is  no  new  thing,  and  that  under  the  re- 
laxation of  the  new  repealed  penal  ftatutes,  they 
"  prefumed  on  the   lenity  J  of   government,    and 

*  Bifhop  Hall's  Hard  Meafure,  prefixed  to  the  third  volume 
cf  his  fcorfes. 

f  Se&ion  4. 

X  Many  prefurrie  on  the  lenity  of  God's  moral  government,  and 
on  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  yet  hath  he  patience,  and  the  mercy 
of  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever. 
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u  ufed  various  artifices  to  enfnare  the  children  of 
"  the  poor  *,  and  pervert  the  ignorant  to  their  de- 
M  ftructive  errors;"  that  is,  from  ignorance  to 
ignorance,  and  from  error  to  error  of  another  fort. 
I  cannot  conceive,  that  the  generality  of  our  people, 
both  in  the  higher  and  lower  clafTes,  would  lofe  any 
thing  truly  valuable  in  religion,  whatever  they  might 
lofe  of  worldly  advantages,  by  the  change,  were  they 
perverted  to  Popery.  They  can  hardly  be  more 
ignorant  and  fuperftitious  than  they  are  already,  or 
more  deftitute  of  the  heavenly  fpirit  of  the  gofpel. 
I  remember  a  woman  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
fuafion,  ridiculing  the  ignorance  of  Proteftants,  by 
telling  a  ftory  of  one  difcourfing  on  our  Saviour's 
fufferings  to  a  Proteirant  woman  •,  who,-  having 
heard  her,  afked  how  long  ago  he  fo  fuffered  ?  and 
being  informed,  faid  it  was  a  long  time,  and  hoped 
it  was  not  true.  I  once  told  a  reputable  farmer, 
that  all  his  religion  confided  in  going  to  church  once 
a  week,  fitting  unconcernedly  on  a  bench  to  hear  a 
parfon  read  prayers  and  a  fermon,  to  which  no  pro- 
per regard  was  paid.  Why,  faid  he,  with  the  ut- 
moft  indifference,  I  do  not  know  ;  it  did  for  our  fore- 
elders,  and  it  may   do  for  us  \ .     I  am  perfuaded, 

that 

*  I  have  been  told  that  the  Dutchefs  cf  Norfolk  ufually  gave  a 
cow  and  a  few  pounds  fterling  to  any  poor  man  who  would  mm 
Papift;  and  that  now  a:  York  the  Roman  Catholics  give  ten 
pounds  to  any  man  who  will  embrace  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, in  order  to  educate  the  children  of  fuch  converts  in  their 
perfuafion. 

f  Quomodo  Deus  aut  amabit  colentem,  fi  ipfe  non  ametur  ab 
eo  ;  aut  quomodo  prxitabit  precanti,  quicquid  oraverit,  cum  ad 
precandum  nequeex  animo,  neque  obfervanter  accedat:  Jftiaurem. 
cum  ad  facrificandum.  veniunt,  nihil  intimam,  nihil  propriam 
Diis  fuis  ofFerunt;  non  integritatem  mentis,  non  reverentiam, 
non  timorem.  Peraclis  itaque  facrificiis  inanibus,  omnem  reli- 
gionem  in  templo,  ficut  inveneraiu,  relinquunt ;  nihilque  fecum 
ex  ea  neque  afferunt,  neque  referunt.  Quae  ell  enim  fuperilitio? 
In  qua  nihil  aliud  vide^,  quam  ritum  ad  folos  digitos  pertir.entem. 

When  I  read  this  pafiage  of  La&antius,  my  mind  is  taken  off 
from  the  confideration  of  ancient  heathen  fuperftition,  and  the 
ftupid  formal  fupcrfution  of  modern  Chriftians  occurs  to  my  re- 
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that  a  proper  acquaintance  with  the  religious  ftate  of. 
our  Protectant  people,  their  ignorance  and  fuperfti- 
tious  attachment  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
Proteftant  religion,  the  brutilh  ilupidity  of  fome, 
and  the  profanenels  of  others,  which  mixes  with  the 
wretched  profeflion  of  Proteftantifm,  would  flop 
your  mouths,  fo  that  you  would  be  afhamed  to  talk 
of  the  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry  of  blind 
Papifts. 

But,  you  fay,  "  by  educating  our  children,  they 
"  are  fapping  and  undermining  the  very  foundation 
"  of  our  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate  *."  If  they 
be  enemies  to  the  ftate,  let  the  (late  take  care  of 
them  *,  let  Englimmea  beware ;  but,  let  Chriftians 
appeal  to  the  great  head  of  the  Church,  and  not  to 
the  magiftrate,  for  prefervation  of  the  ark,  againft 
the  powers  of  darknefs.  I  prefume,  the  late  act 
does  not  oblige  any  Proteftants  to  fend  their  children 
to  Popifh  fchools  and  feminaries,  and  that  not  one 
of  the  Proteftant  ArTociation  will  put  his  children 
into  the  hands  of  Popifh  fchoolmafters  •,  unlefs  com- 
pelled by  force,  which,  I  think,  your  fears  do  not 
apprehend  ;  and,  if  poor  ignorant  Proteftants,  who 
have  no  religion  worth  preferring,  fhould  voluntari- 
ly fuffer  Papifts  to  educate  their  children,  what  great 
lofs  would  their  children  iuftain  ?  Will  brutiih 
ignorance  and  blind  formality,  or  profanenefs,  lets 
endanger  the  interefts  of  the  foul  than  a  Popifh 
education  ? 

But  *«  what  fecurity  will  our  pofterity  have  for  the 
"  prefervation  of  their  religious  liberties  -f\" — That 
pofterity  which  is  not  yet  in  being,  have  not  yet 
any  religious    liberties ;    and,    I    apprehend,    when 

fle&ions.  Inhaerentes  perfuafioni  vnlgari,  libenter  errant,  et 
Hultitije  fuas  ravent.  A  quibus  ii  perfuafioir's  ejus  rationem  re- 
quiras,  nullam  poflint  reddere,  fed  ad  majorum  judicia  con. 
fugiant — feque  ipfos  fenfibus  fpoliant,  ratione  abdicanc  Sic 
implicit:  rerum  omnium  ignorantia,  nee  fe,  nee  Deos  fuo$ 
norunt,         Lact. 

*  Appeal,   p.  54.  f  ^id.   p.  52. 
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they  come  into  being,  they  will  have  the  fame  fecu- 
rity  for  their  religious  liberties,  if  they  obtain  any, 
which  all  the  difciples  of  Chrift  had ;  of  which  fe- 
curity  he  was  truly  fenftble,  who  exclaimed,  "  Who 
M  fhall  leparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift:  ?  fhall 
"  tribulation?  or  diftrefs  ?  or  perfecution  ?  or  peril? 
"  or  fword  ?  I  am  perfuaded  that  neither  death,  nor 
iC  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  prefent, 
M  nor  things  to  come,  fhall  be  able  to  leparate  us 
44  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 
*■  Lord." 

So  difpofed  are  the  Roman  Catholics  to  perfecute, 
that  already  "  they  even  infult  Proteftant  minifters 
M  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  *."  They  are  en- 
couraged, it  feems,  by  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
ftatutes,  and  the  lenity  of  government.  Now  I  can 
no  more  blame  Parliament  or  Government  for  this, 
than  I  can  blame  the  moral  government  of  God, 
becaufe  fome  men  abufe  his  patience,  and  prefume 
en  his  merciful  lenity,  and  commit  every  kind  and 
degree  of  outrage.  It  is  indeed  a  great  temptation 
(for  we  are  men,  not  God)  to  ufe  feverity  and  force, 
when  lenity  and  liberty  are  abufed.  But,  I  hope, 
our  government  will  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
mildnefs,  and  in  a  due  regard  to  our  free  conftitu- 
tion,  notwithstanding  all  the  infolence  which  either 
Papifts  or  Proteftants  may  exprefs.  In  this  refpecl, 
you  yourfelves  will  not  blame  the  lenity  of  govern- 
ment, under  which  fome  men  prefume  to  infult  both 
the  King  and  his  Minifters. 

When  I  fee  a  number  of  fcholars  rufhing;  out  of  a 
country  fchool,  with  rude  noife  and  violence  ;  I  do 
not  wonder  at  their  behaviour,  confidering  how  con- 
trary to  their  active  difpofitions  they  have  been 
obliged  to  fit  for  hours  under  the  feverc  authority  of 
their  mailer  :  and,  1  do  as  little  wonder  to  hear, 
that  fome  rude  Papifts,  upon  the  liberty  they  have 
lately  obtained,  have  iniuked  Proteftant  minifters ; 

*  Appeal,  p,  52. 
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who,  perhaps,  have  been  inveighing  againfl  Popifh 
fuperftition.  It  would  be  a  wonder  indeed,  if  fome 
headftrong  imprudent  men  did  not  fhew  their  zeal  at 
this  feafon :  but  I  will  not  blame  Popery  or  the  late 
act  of  repeal  •,  at  leaft,  until  I  am  fure  we  have  no 
infolent  Proteftants  amongfr.  ourfelves.  I  would  ex- 
cufe  even  a  Papift  as  far  as  my  cloak  of  charity  can 
be  made  to  fpread.  I  have  fome  Roman  Catholics 
in  my  own  parifh,  where  I  have  lived  about  twelve 
years,  and,  though  I  have  fdmetimes  publickly  ex- 
pofed  their  errors,  I  proteft,  I  have  not  once  had  oc- 
cauon  to  complain  of  their  inlblence.  But  (tell  it  not 
in  Rome)  I  have,  in  the  difcharge  of  my  duty,  met 
with  very  rough  ufage  from  fome  unruly  undifciplined 
Proteftants. 

The  repealing  act,  and  the  lenity  of  government 
cannot  be  blamed,  becaufe  however  Papifts  may  pre- 
fume,  neither  the  act  nor  the  government  give  them 
licence  to  infult ;  and  there  are  laws  in  force  to  guard 
mintfters  of  every  denomination  from  diilurbance 
*c  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  •,"  and  the  Proteftant 
AfTociation  may  aid  and  encourage  the  infulted  mi- 
nifters  to  apply,  if  they  pleafe,  to  the  magirlrate  for 
redrefs. 

But,  if  Papifts  fhew  their  teeth  already,  what  may 
we  expect !  "  England  will  again  be  deluged  with 
t;  the  blood  of  martyrs*.5'  Truly,  Sirs,  I  fhould 
think  the  time  would  be  far  happier,  than  the  prefent 
feafon  of  luke-warmnefs  and  profanity.  I  would  not 
court  perfecution.  .  I  do  not  boaft  that  I  have  more 
than  Roman  fortitude  to  face  an  inquifitor.  I  daily 
find  it  fo  difficult  to  pluck  out  a  right  eye,  and  cut 
off  a  right  hand,  or  foot ;  that  I  fear,  left  I  mould 
fnrink  and  faint,  under  the  iron  rod  of  perfecu- 
tion -f-.     But,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  Hate  of  the  church 

would 

*  Appeal,  p.  56. 
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would  be  far  better,  were  the  cutting  north-wind  to 
blow ;  than  it  is,  under  the  enervating  foft  influence 
of  the  fouth-wind  of  worldly  eafe,  liberty  and  ho- 
nour. 

I  have  four  children,  whom  I  love  with  fuch  af- 
fection as  the  pencil  of  Rubens  would  fail  to  exprefsj 
but,  were  I  apprehenlive  that  my  children,  or  chil- 
dren's children,  would  fhed  their  blood  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  martyrs,  in  coniequence  of  the  late  act,  I 
would  not  apply  to  parliament  to  reftore  the  penal 
ftatutes  again  It  the  Papifts :  I  would  rather  look  up 
to  my  great  Mailer,  and  pray  that  he  would  make 
their  lives  and  deaths  the  means  of  glorifying  his 
name  and  of  edifying  his  church. 

"  Your  laft  observation  *  on  the  confequences  of 
*'  the  late  act,  may  feem  to  you  of  the  utmoft  im- 
"  portance;"  but  to  me,  it  feems  of  no  importance 
at  all;  though  indeed,  I  confefs,  the  fubjecl:  of  "  it 
*6  demands  very  ferious  confidei  ation,"  becaufc  many 
well-meaning  people  may  be  led  into  difficulties  by 
your  logick :  therefore  I  take  notice  of  it.  It  was 
but  lately  that  I  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fu- 
premacy  \  and,  though  I  have  attentively  read  all 
that  you  fay  in  three  pages  to  alarm  my  confcience 
with  the  guilt  of  perjury,  find  it  void  of  offence  to- 
wards God  and  man.  You  would  perfuade  your 
readers,  that  "  the  fpiritual  or  ecclefiafiical  jurifdic- 
M  tion  of  the  Pope,  and  Popifh  prelates,  is  acknow- 
"  iedged,  and  virtually  recognized,  by  the  legifla- 
"  ture :  "  but,  no  fuch'  thing — no,  not  any  thing 
like  it.  The  Catholics  do,  and  ever  did  acknow- 
ledge the  Pope's  fpiritual  jurifdiction.  They  would 
not  be  Roman  Catholics,  if  they  did  not ;  for,  if  I 
miftake  not,  this  is  articulus  Mantis,  vel  cadentis  ec- 
clefise  Romany.     But  with  refpect  to  the  Pope,   do 
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the  Roman  Catholics  any  thing  more,  in  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  as  it  is  now  tendered  to 
them,  than  barely  not  renounce  the  Pope's  fpiritual  autho- 
rity ?  Or  do  Proteftants,  when  they  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  any  thing  more,  than  re- 
nounce the  Pope's  jurifdiction  ?  "  Yes,  you  fay,  we 
"  muft  not  only  declare,  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
"  any  jurifdiction  within  thefe  realms*,  but  that  in 
*c  fact  he  hath  not*'*  And  will  you  pretend,  Sirs,  that 
he  hath  one  jot  more  now  than  he  had  before  the  fta- 
tutes  were  repealed  ?  Hath  he  any  legal  power,  by 
the  late  act,  or  by  any  flatute  at  any  time  enacted, 
or,  doth  the  municipal  law  give  any  power  to  the 
keys,  to  compel  even  a  Papift  to  regard  his  bulls  ? 
No,  Sirs ;  not  in  the  leaft.  Therefore  it  is  falfe,  to 
fay  "  The  Legislature  hath  acknowledged,  and, 
**  (in  any  degree)  recognized,  his  fpiritual  or  ecclejiaf- 
*c  //V^/jurifdiction-f."  And  the  treafon,  which,  ac- 
cording to  you,  fome  evil-minded  perfons  have  been 
guilty  of,  by  •*  violating  the  conftitution  J,"  is  a 
crotchet  in  your  own  imaginations ;  neither  has  the 
Legiflatnre  "impofed  perjury"  on  any  Proteftantfub- 
ject.  If  any  confcientious  Proteftant,  who  has  been 
prejudiced  by  your  obfervations,  mould  be  under  an 
inviting  neceflity  to  qualify  himfelf  for  any  office  in 
church  or  ftate,  and  be  convinced  by  this  reply,  he 
will,  I  hope,  thank  me  for  delivering  him  from  the 
imagination  of  that  "  alarming  confideration  indeed  § ! 
*'  the  neceflity  of  perjuring  himfelf." 

You  would  excite  our  zeal  by  faying  c<  to  be  in- 
"  different  or  filent,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  when  all  that  is 
M  dear  to  us  as  men  and  Chriilians  is  at  (lake ; 
fC  would  be — injurious  to  ourfelvesjj."  Indeed,  Sirs, 
all  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  men  and  Chriftians,  was  at 
Hake  every  day  :  before  the  act  palled  as  well  as 
fince  •,  and  you  will  do  well  to  have  it  in  perpetual 
remembrance,  that   indirTereney  or   luke-warmnefs, 

*  Appeal,  p.  59.  k  Ibid.  p.  57.  \  Ibid. 
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will  certainly  prove  fatal  to  your  eternal  interefts. 
To  be  indifferent  in  fuch  a  caufe  as  the  Chriftian,  is 
to  pour  contempt  upon  it,  to  affront  the  fupreme  Be- 
ing, to  undervalue  the  Saviour,  to  turn  the  back  on 
divine  mercy;  and  will  as  effectually  prevent  the  be- 
nefit of  Chrift's  death,  as  an  infidel  oppofition  to  the 
Gofpel  *.  But  I  cannot  think  that  to  be  indifferent 
about  what  you  mean  by  "  all  that  is  dear  to  us  as 
"  men  and  Chriftians,"  by  "  the  Proteftant  intereft," 
by  "  our  religions  liberties,"  and  "  liberty  of  con- 
"  fcience,"  will  in  any  degree  affect  my  falvation. 
I  have  formerly  heard  diffenting  miniflers,  talking 
gravely  of  the  diffenting  intereft  ♦,  which,  no  doubt, 
they  thought  the  intereft  of  Chrift;  and  imagined 
they  did  God  fervice  in  promoting  it-f.  Bur,  let  that 
intereft  fink  or  fwim,  ftill  the  Lord  futeth  above  the 
water-floods,  and  his  church  will  fing  to  the  Holy 
Ghoft, 

"  Thou  in  thy  gifts  art  manifold, 

"  Whereby  Chrift's  church  doth  ft  and  %? 

**  Our  religious  liberties  and  liberty  of  confeience," 
amongft  politicians,  and  in  Proteftant  AfTociauons, 
fignify  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  to  be  without  con- 
troul  as  much  as  poflible,  to  have  liberty  for  every 
one  to  do  what  is  right  in  his  own  eyes,  and  at  the 
fame  time  Jleep  in  a  whole  Jkin  ;  which  to  be  fure  is 
very  defireable  to  our  prefent  eafe,  and  agreeable  to 
the  dictates  of  nature.  But  the  religious  liberties  of 
the  gofpel,  and  true  liberty  of  conference,  are  not  at 

♦  Heb.  ii.  2. 

-f-  Qui  enim  juftitiam,  qui  Deum,  qui  vitam  perpetuara,  qui 
lucem  fempitemam,  eaque  omnia  quae  Deus  homini  pollicetur, 
confequi  cupit ;  opes  iftas,  et  honores,  et  potentatus,  et  regna 
ipfa  contemnet.  Dicet  fortaile  ftoicus,  voluntate  opus  effe  ad 
haec  confequenda,  non  cupiditate  :  imo  vero  parum  eft  velle. 
Multi  enim  volunt;  fed  cum  dolor  vifceribus  accefTerit,  voluntas 
fcedit,  cupiditas  perfeverat,  qua;  fi  efficit,  ut  contemptui  fint  om- 
nia, quae  a  ceteris 'appetuntur;  fumma  virtus  eft,    £«act. 
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all  fubjedt  to  the  civil  powers  *.  I  fuppofe  if  you 
had  been  of  the  party  of  Paul  and  Silas,  when  their 
external  religious  liberties,  as  men,  were  fupprefied, 
and  they  were  thruft  into  the  inner  prifon,  and  their 
feet  made  fad  in  the  (locks,  you  would  have  enjoyed 
the  moft  perfect  Chriftian  liberty,  and  liberty  of  con- 
science, and  all  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made 
his  followers  free.  It  is  really  an  abufe  of  words  to 
call  freedom  from  external  reftraint,  and  from  perfe- 
ction, by  the  name  of  liberty  of  conscience  •,  fince 
Chriftians  have  both  openly  proferTed,  and  may  again 
profefs,  their  faith,  and  maintained  liberty  of  con- 
science, under  the  moft  defpotic  government,  in  the 
face  of  tyrants,  and  under  the  fevereft  perfecution. 

Dr.  Witherfpooh,  whofe  abilities  I  very  much  re- 
fpect,  feems  to  make  civil  liberty  and  religion  con- 
vertible terms.  He  tells  us  in  his  fermon,  or  rather 
his  oratorical  medley  of  ChriRianity  and  politics,  that 
the  American  war  is  in  part  a  religious  one.  The 
Americans  are  fighting  "  with  fword  and  gun  "  for 
their  religious^  as  well  as  civil,  liberties ;  "  and  con- 
"  fequently,  in  a  great  meafure,  not  only  the  tem- 
"  poral,  but  ETERNAL  HAPPINESS  of  them 
"  and  their  pofterity,  depends  on  the  iflue-f ."  This 
feems  to  me  to  be  a  ftrange  fort  of  cant  from  a  Chrif- 
tian minifter,  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  The  eternal 
bappinefs  of  Chriftians !  and  even  of  their  pofterity, 
depending  on  the  iffue  of  rebellion !  Bur,  it  is  all 
over  withChriftianity  in  America,  if — why,  forfooth, 
Sirs,  if  the  Americans  be  obliged  to  pay  taxes  under 
authority  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Thus 
I  underftand  him  —  if  liberty,  civil  liberty  be  de- 
ftroyed  or  clogged,  I  fuppofe,  "  if  we  yield  up  our 
"  temporal  property,  we  at  the  fame  time  deliver  the 

*  Noftra  vcro  reiigio  eo  firma  eft,  et  folida  et  immutabilis ; 
cfuia  juflitiam  docet,  quia  nobis  cum  Temper  eft,  quia  tota  in 
auimo  cokntis  eft,  quia  mentem  ipfam  pro  facrificio  habet, 
Lact. 

f  Wuherfpoon's  Sermon,  page  29. 
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"  confcience  into  bondage*!"  O  Sirs,  what  fools 
were  they  who  "  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their 
"  goods,  knowing  that  in  heaven  they  had  a  better, 
"  and  more  enduring  fubftance  +."  Did  thefe  deli- 
ver their  confciences  into  bondage  ?  But  with  Dr, 
Witherfpoon,  religion  is  liberty,  and  liberty  is  reli- 
gion j  or  they  are  twin  fitters,  the  one  cannot  live 
without  the  other.  u  There  is  not  a  (ingle  inftance 
"  in  hiftory,  in  which  civil  liberty  was  loll,  and  re- 
H  ligious  liberty  preferved  entire:"  but,  there  is 
an  inftance  in  hiftory  in  which  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty was  violently  ftruggled  for ;  when  they  who 
took  the  fword  miferably  perilhed  ;  and  their  religion 
is  almoft  come  to  nought.  I  have  refpect  unto  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  laft  century,  and  the  prefent  date 
iof  the  Proteftant,  and  especially  the  Diffenting,  reli- 
gion. If,  inftead  of  fighting,  "  ufurped  authority" 
had  been  oppofed  with  patient  fuffering  and  meek- 
nefs  of  wifdom,  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  thefe  king- 
doms to  this  day  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  beau- 
tiful and  glorious.  But  Dr.  Witherfpoon  urges  mat- 
ter of  fad  againft  this  imagination — "  The  know- 
*<  ledge  of  God  and  his  truths  have,  from  the  begin- 
"  ning  of  the  world,  been  chiefly,  if  not  entirely, 
"  confined  to  thefe  parts  of  the  earth,  where  fome  de- 
"  gree  of  liberty  and  political  juftice  were  to  be  fecn" 
I  have  never  yet  learnt,  where  thofe  parts  of  the  earth 
.were,  in  which  there  was  not  "  fome  degree  of  liberty 
<c  and  political  juftice."  I  believe,  there  never  was 
a  people  quite  deftitute  of  that  moral  and  political 
ftate  in  which  the  Gentiles  were  defcribed,  Rom.  ii. 
14,  15.  And  if  "  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his 
♦c  truths  have  from  the  beginning  been  confined  to 
"  thofe  parts  of  the  earth,"  which  he  defcribes  •,  then 
we  might  reafonably  expect  to  find  this  knowledge 
and  thefe  truths  amongft  the  wild  Arabs,  or  in  the 
herds  of  independent  Tartars,  or  amongft  thofe  once 
free  and  independent  Americans,  whom  the  Euro- 

•  Whuiierfpoon'?  Sermon,  p,  29.  f  tjeb.  x. 
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pean  iettlers  wickedly  fuppl anted  ;  for  they  enjoyed 
uncontrolled  liberty,  and  have  never  been  without 
fome  political  juftice.  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice 
that  Chriftianity,  or  "  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his 
**  truths,"  was  firft  planted  and  flourifhed  moft,  in 
the  Roman  empire ;  foon  after  the  commonwealth 
was  overturned,  and  "  the  ufurped  authority  and  dc{- 
u  potic  government"  of  the  Roman  emperors  was 
eftablifhed ;  and  whilft  it  had  "  to  ilruggle  with 
•*  great  difficulties  from  the  imperfection  of  human 
"  fociecy,  and  from  the  unjuft  decifions  of  ufurped 
M  authority*;"  and  under  the  greateft  difcourage- 
ments  and  heavitft  perfecutions :  and  it  flourifhed 
too,  in  thofe  ftates  and  diftant  provinces  which  were 
reduced  under  the  Roman  yoke. 

Dr.  Witherfpoon  himfelf  is  not  always  in  the  fame 
humour.  When  politics  are  out  of  fight,  he  feems 
to  think  that  Chriftianity  can  flourifh  when  opprefTed, 
and  when  the  natural  rights  of  men  are  taken  away 
by  defpotic  violence.  '*  There  is  no  part  of  divine 
"  Providence  in  which  a  greater  beauty  and  majefty 
"  appears,  than  when  the  Almighty  ruler  turns  the 
"  counlels  of  wicked  men  into  confufion,  and 
*c  make  them  militate  againft  themfelves.  —  The 
"  fcripture  abounds  with  inftances  in  which  the  de- 
*'  figns  of  opprejfors  were  either  wholly  difappointed* 
"  or  in  execution  fell  far  fhort  of  the  malice  of  their 
"  intentions,  and  in  fome  they  turned  out  to  the  ho- 
L'"  nour  and  happinefs  of  the  perfons  or  the  people 
4t  whom  they  intended  to  deftroy. — They  nailed 
41  him  to  the  crefs.  But,  O,  the  unfearchable  wif- 
iC  dom  of  God !  they  were  but  perfecting  the  great 
u  defign  laid  for  the  falvation  of  finners.  Our 
"  blefied  Redeemer  by  his  death  finifhed  his  work, 
"  overcame  principalities  and  powers,  triumphing 
"  over  them  in  his  crofs.  With  how  much  juftice 
"  do  his  apoftles  and  their  companions  offer  this 
"  doxology  to  God.     They  lift  up  their  voice  to  God 

*  Appeal,  p.  29, 
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u  'With  one  accord,  and  /aid,  Lord,  thou  art  God 
iC  which  haft  made  heaven  and  earth  and  the  fea,  and 
"  all  that  in  them  is  :  who  by  the  mouth  of  thy  fervant 
**  David  h aft  J aid,  Why  did  the  heathen  rage^  and  the 
"  people  imagine  vain  things  ?  'The  kings  of  the  earth 
"  flood  up,  and  the  riders  were  gathered  together  againft 
"  the  Lord  and  his  Chrift.  For  of  a  truth  againft  thy 
*6  holy  child  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  He- 
"  rod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles  and  the 
"  people  of  Tfrael,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  da 
"  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel determined  before 
"  to  be  done*  " 

"  In  all  after  ages,  in  conformity  to  this,  the 
"  deepeft  laid  contrivances  of  the  prince  of  dark- 
**  nefs  have  turned  to  the  confufion  of  their  author. 
"  — The  crofs  has  ftill  been  the  banner  of  truth,  ##- 
"  der  which  it  has  been  carried  through  the  world. 
"  Perfecution  has  been  as  the  furnace  to  the  gold  to 
"  purge  it  of  its  drofs,  to  manifeft  its  purity,  and 
"  encreafe  its  luftre.  It  was  taken  notice  of  very 
"  early,  that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  feed  of 
"  Chriftianity.  The  more  abundantly  it  was  fked  the 
"  more plentifully  did  the  harveft  grow. 

u  It  is  proper  here  to  obferve  that  at  the  time  of 
"  the  Reformation,  when  religion  began  to  revive, 
"  nothing  contributed  more  to  facilitate  its  recep- 
"  tion  and  encreafe  its  progrefs  than  the  violence  of 
"  its  perfecutors.  Their  cruelty,  and  the  patience  of 
*'  the  fufferers,  naturally  diipofed  men  to  examine 
*f  and  weigh  the  caufe  to  which  they  adhered  with 
*c  fo  much  conftancy  and  refolution.  At  the  fame 
"  time  alfo  when  they  were  perfecuted  in  one  city 
*c  they  fled  to  another,  and  carried  the  difcoveries  of 
*e  Popifh  fraud  to  every  part  of  the  world.  It  was 
"  by  fome  of  thefe,  who  were  perfecuted  in  Ger- 
'*  many,  that  the  light  of  the  Reformation  was  lb 
"  early  brought  into  Briton  f ." 

*  Afts  iv.  24. 

f  Pr.  Witherfpoon's  §erraon,  pages  14,  15,  \6,  \j,  18. 
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I  have  made  this  long  quotation,  becaufe,  I  think* 
it  clearly  proves  that  Chriftianky  is  lefs  dependant  on 
what  Dr.  Wkherfpoon  and  the  Proteftant  Afifociation 
call  "  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,"  and,  "  con- 
<c  fequently  the  prefent  and  eternal  falvation  of  the 
"  Americans  and  of  their  pofterity,  does  lefs  depend 
<c  on  the  iiTue"  of  the  American  war,  than  Dr. 
"Wkherfpoon  in  his  political  rage  will  allow,  or  is 
willing  we  ftiould  believe. 

It  grieves  me  to  read  a  fermon,  delivered  to  a 
Chriftian  affembly,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  po- 
litical, and  might  found  well  enough,  as  fpoken  in 
character,  if  it  had  been  the  fpeech  of  one  of  the  de- 
legates of  the  American  ftattrs,  in  congrefs  •,  or  of  an 
American  foldier  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  And 
I  am  the  more  affected  when  I  remember  how  well 
able  Dr.  Wkherfpoon  is  to  exprefs  and  defend  fome 
important  doctrines  which  relate  to  our  common  fal- 
vation. He  himfelf  feems  aware  how  unfukable  the 
fpirit  and  concerns  of  the  military  are  to  the  minis- 
ters of  Chrift,  by  telling  his  audience  that  he  "  never 
"  once  before  brought  politics  into  the  pulpit." 
What  a  pity  it  is  he  mould  have  done  it  once  !  that  a 
Chriftian  minifter  mould  ever  foment  war !  that  in- 
ftead  of  calling  the  difciples  of  Jefus  to  forfake  the 
warfare  *  of  this  world,  and  to  inure  themfelves  to  a 
patient  tolerance  of  every  kind  of  hardlhip,  as  good 
foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  inftead  of  faying  "  Why  do 
iC  ye  not  rather  take  wrong,  and  fuffcr  yourfelves  to 
"  be  defrauded  •,"  he  mould  tell  the  difciples  of  our 
meek  Saviour,  who  have  taken  the  fword,  even  after 
their  Lord  has  bidden  it  befheathed,  "  that  he  would 
"  not  take  upon  him  to  blame  them  for  it ;  but  on 
w  the  contrary  call  it  neceffary  and  laudable. "f 

*  Cur  autem  (juflus)  belligeret,  ac  fe  alienis  furoribus  mifceat, 
in  cujus  animo  pax  cum  hommibus  perpetua  verfetur  ?  Scilicet 
peregrinis  mercibus,  aut  humano  fanguine  dele&abitur  ;  qui  nee 
lucrum  fciat  appetere  ;  cui  fufficit  viclus  ;  et  non  modo  ipfe  cssdem 
facere,  fed  interelTe  facientibus  ac  fpe&are,  ducat  ncfas. 

L.ACT.   DE  JUbT. 

f  Dr.  Witherfpoon's  Sermoh,  p.  8. 
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It  is  true;  human  nature  will  ever  turn  and  refill, 
under  certain  degrees  of  oppreflion  :  but  Chriftians 
are  called  patiently  to  bear  the  heavieft  crofTes  •,  and 
fuperior  aid  is  promifed  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  gal- 
ling yoke  of  thofe  burdens,  from  the  very  fight  of 
which  all  other  men  will  flee.  Let  it  be  taken  for 
granted,  that  the  taxing  of  the  Americans  by  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  an  uncon- 
ftitutional  act  of  arbitrary  power ;  that  the  tea  tax  was 
not  a  mere  falvo  of  honour,  and  to  be  fubmitted 
unto  as  a  pepper-corn  of  acknowledgment  of  depend- 
ance  on  the  parent  (late ;  that  it  was  in  itfelf  a  burden 
too  heavy  for  human  nature  to  bear ;  and  let  it  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  the  colonies  could  certainly 
forefee  that  the  tea  tax  would  be  followed  by  other 
oppreflive  burdens:  yet,  confidering  the  Americans 
as  Chriftians,  Dr.  Witherfpoon  *  as  a  Chriftian  divine 
can  never  jufbify  the  zeal  of  patriorifm  in  their  breafts, 
nor  their  flying  to  arms,  refilling  and  rebelling  againlt 
the  powers  (if  he  pleafes,  the  despotic  powers)  to 
which  they  were  fubjecl:.  t  He  may  as  foon  juftify, 
by  the  law  of  Chrift,  murder,  parricide,  adultery, 
and  inceft. 

*  I  mould  rejoice,  if  I  could  perfuade  one  of  my  brethren  to 
meddle  lefs  with  politics.  A  prejudiced  mind  indeed,  when  in- 
flamed with  zeal,  is  not  foon  convinced  and  calmed.  I  confefs,  I 
am  quite  mocked  at  the  fpirit  and  conduct  of  Dr.  Witherfpoon, 
and  of  another  minifter  of  New  England,  Mr.  Whitaker  ;  who  tra- 
velled through  this  land,  not  many  years  fince,  with  an  Indian 
named  Occam,  to  coliett  alms  for  the  fupport  of  an  Indian  miffion 
and  charity-fchool.  He  received  from  generous  Britons  a  very 
large  contribution.  I  have  been  told  that  this  Proteltant  divine  has 
not  only  been  occupied  by  politics,  but  even  by  making  gunpowr. 
der  at  Salem  for  the  American  war.  One  can  hardly  help  think- 
ing that  the  very  name  of  the  place  mull  have  reproved  him.  But, 
is  it  reafon  that  we  mould  leave  the  word  of  God  to  "  mind  earthly 
"  things,'*  to  ferve  in  fuch  occupations  ?  That  which  Grotius  ap- 
plies to  Chriftians  in  general,  is  much  more  applicable  to  minif- 
ters— Chriitiana  lex  non  modo  omne  injuftiiise  genus,  et  in  quos  vis 
prohibet;  fed  et  vetat  nos  ftudium  noftrum  ivbus  illis  caducis  im- 
pended :  quia  fcilicet  non  fufficiat  animus  nofter  ad  duo  fedulo  cu- 
randa,  quae  fingula  hominem  totum  requirant  et  fsepe  in  contra- 
ria  confilia  nos  trahant. 

Chriftianity 
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Chriitianity  always  was,    and  will   be  oppreiTecL 
For  Chrid's  fake  we  muft  make  our  account,    not 
only  to  be  abridged  of  our  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties ;  but  to  fuffer   the  lofs  of  "  all  things  that   are 
M  dear  to  us  as   men.     We  have  to  wreftle,    not 
"  againft  flefh  and  blood  only,  but  againft  principa- 
"  lities,  againft  powers,    againft  the   rulers  of  the 
"  darknefs  of  this  world,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs 
"  in  high  places."     But  of  what  kind  are  the  wea- 
pons of  our  warfare,    with  which  we  may  hope   to 
withftand  effectually  in  the  evil  day  ?  one  of  them  is 
".  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace" — a  prepa- 
ration, through  the  peace  of  God  in  our  confciences, 
with  meekneis,    gentlenefs,    long-fuffering,    to  bear 
the  crofs  of  perfecution  ;  and  by  chearfully  giving  up 
to  every  oppreffor  <c  all  that  is  dear  to  us  as  men,"  ta 
witnefs  that  Chrift  hath  made  peace  and  obtained  im- 
mortality for   mortals  in  another  world.     This  en- 
durance is  the  beft  Proteftantifm— It  gives  the  great- 
eft  evidence  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  fpeaks  louder 
than  a  thoufand  apologies  and  fermons  to  ftupid  men, 
whofe  whole  atheiftical  attention  is  placed  on  prefenc 
enjoyments.     While  we  are  bufy  and  anxious  to  fe- 
cure  our  own  present  pofleffions,  honour,  eafe,  and 
liberty,  and  fpread  our  fails  to  the  gentle  gales  of 
worldly  profperity,  our  profefilon  will  lofe  its  luftre, 
and  perhaps  in  an  hour  of  temptation   be  entirely 
given  upi*  we  fhall  never  perfuade  men  that  we  really 

*  Matt.  xiji.   21,  22.  i  Tim.  vi.   io. 

Diffimulanda,  fratres,  Veritas  non  eft,  nee  vulneris  noftri  materia 
ct  caufa  reticenda.  Decepit  multos  patrimonii  fui  amor  caucus--, 
quos  facilitates  fuae  velut  compedes  ligaverunt.  Ilia  fuerunt  vin- 
cula,  illae  catenas  quibus  et  virtus  retardata  eft,  et  fides  preffa,  et 
mens  vitta,  et  anima  praeclufa. — Nee  vinci  a  feculo  pofTet,  qui  un- 
de  vinceretur  in  feculo  non  haberet :  fequeretur  Dominum  folutus 
et  liber,  at  nonnulli  fsepe  fecerunt,  qui  ut  rebus  fuis  et  parentibus 
derelittis,  individuis  Chrifto  nexibus  adhsferunt,  Sequi  autem 
Chriftum  qupmodo  pofFunt,  qui  patrimonii  vinculo  detinentur* 
Aut  quomodo  coel'um  petunt,  et  fublimia  et  alta  confeendunt,  qui 
terrenis  cupiditatibus  degravantur,  Poflidere  fe  credunt,  qui  po- 
U«s  poflideiuur, 

Cjp.  de  lapJIs. 
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believe  what  we  profefs,  or  that  we  ourfelves  are  in 
earned  ;  and  confcquently,  (hall  never  engage  them 
to  be  fo.  Patient  fuffering  is  therefore  commanded, 
not  as  an  original  efftntial  virtue,  but  as  a  chief  act 
of  worfhip  in  the  church  of  Chrift  :  for  we  truly  con- 
fefs  our  God  and  Saviour,  this  way,  better  than  by, 
building  temples,  and  honour  him  more  than  by  all 
the  folemn  rites  which  were  ever  inftituted. 

Chriftianity  has  never  been  fo  ably  defended  againfc 
infidel  objections,  as  in  the  prefe.nt  day  ;  and  in  fo 
mafterly  a  manner  have  the  evidences  of  miracles  and 
prophecies  been  expreifed,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
aftonifhment  how  much  Dcifm  fpreads  and  Chrifti- 
anity is  declining.  But  the  true  evidence  is  wanting— 
the  internal  evidence  mining  forth  in  the  felf-denying, 
meek,  patient,  heavenly-minded  carriage  of  Grangers 
and  pilgrims  upon  each.* 

It  will  be  faid,  that  I  am  running  headlong  into 
the  abfurd,  the  monftrous,  the  illiberal,  the  imprac- 
ticable doctrine  of  pafiive  obedience  and  non-refift- 
ance — That  doctrine,  which  attributes  divinity  to 
kings,  which  fets  them  above  the  law  which  they 
have  fubjected  themfelves  unto,  by  oaths  and  folemn 
engagements   at  their    coronation,    which   makes  it 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  Heb.  xi.  8 — 10,  i  3 — 16,  com- 
pared with  fome  other  paflages  of  Scripture,  that  the  Hebrews  took 
their  name  and  manner  of  living,  to  exprefs  their  Aire  and  certain 
hope  of  a  future  itate.  While  the  nations  around  them  were  funk 
in  ignorance  and  fuperiHtion,  and  wholly  intent  on  prefent  enjoy- 
ments ;  the  name  of  the  Hebrews  and  their  fingular  manner  of  liv- 
ing emphatically  pronounced  a  conilant  parabolical  fermon  to  them. 
They  appeared  as  ftrangers  in  this  world,  as  belonging  to  another 
world  ;  as  travellers,  profefiedly  rejecting  all  idea  of  a  home  or  fet- 
tlementon  this  fide  eternity.  And  I  think  that  Jonadab  (a)  the  fon  of 
Rechab  voluntarily  reftored  the  pilgrim-life  of  the  firft  Hebrews,  in 
order  to  tetfify  openly  to  the  carnal  Jews,  how  grofly  they  were  de- 
parting from  the  hope  of  their  fathers.  Therefore  Jehu,  when  he 
would  perfuade  the  people  of  his  fincerity,  and  be  countenanced  in 
his  pretended  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  aflbciated  to  himfelf  this 
pious  Jonadab,  and  took  him  up  into  his  chariot. 

There  is  at  leaft  fome  probability  in  the  conjecture,  and  it  is 
agreeable  to  the  analogy  ©f  faith. 

(a)  Jer.  xxxv, 

C  right 
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right  for  princes  to  do  wrotig  -,    that  doctrine  whicn 
fets  at  variance  the  feveral  departments  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  which  lodges  ecclefiaftical  and  civil, 
legiflative  and  executive  power  in  tne  hands  of  one 
man  ;  is  a  doctrine  which  I  have  nothing  to  do  with. 
It  is,  in  this  country,    falfely  called  the  doctrine  of 
paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance  :    it  is  rather  the 
doctrine  of  dilbbedience  and  refiftance  of  eftablifhed 
authority,  of  known  laws,  and  of  the  conititution  of 
our  country.     Therefore  if    any  one   mention    the 
great  charter  of  the  nation,    the  bill  of  rights,   the 
complicated  nature  of  our  government,  the  constitu- 
tional fubjection  of  the  king  to  law,    and  the  legal 
right  which  every  yeoman  and  burgefs  in  this  nation 
hath  to  a  fhare  in  the  government,    to  make  and  re- 
peal laws,  to  forward  and  to  oppofe  the  will  of  the 
nobles  and  of  the  fovereign,  I  have  not  a  word  to  ob- 
ject.    Should'  any  one  lead  me  to  the  fchool  of  phi- 
loibphy  and  the  natural  rights  of  men  be  pleaded  for, 
I  mould  be  conftrained   to  approve   the   republican 
theory,  and  perhaps,  find  my felf  half  inclined  to  be- 
come adifciple  of  the  wild  independent  Roffeau. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  conftiturion  of  our 
country  abhors  the  idea  of  abfolute  fubjection  ;    that 
there  is  not  any  thing  in   the  natural  conftitution  of 
the  world,  which  neceffitates  men  to  it  ;    that  there, 
is  not   any  thing  difcernible  in  God's  moral  govern- 
ment, as  it  may  poffibly  be  traced  by  experience  and 
reafon,  and  that  there  is  not  any  thing  in  the  book  of 
divine  revelation,  which  can  be  applied  to  the  confei- 
ences  of  mankind  in  general,  to  oblige  them  to  fubmit 
to  it.     Chriftians  only,  as  fuch,  and  that  to  promote 
their  greater  good,  are  obliged  to  forfake  father  and 
mother,  houies  and  land,  wives  and  children,  and  to  re- 
tire from  the  political  warfare  of  this  world,  in  the 
exercife  of  di   ine  faith,  hope,  charity,  and  patience. 
I  am  not  without  apprehenfion,  let  me  diftinguifh 
as  exactly  as  1  can,  that  there  is  danger  of  being  con- 
demned as  a  man  of  illiberal  fentiments,  or  as  one 
who  is   offering    incenfe  at  the  ffirine  of  arbitrary 
power  j    and  fhall  not  wonder  if  fome  of  my  official 

brethren 
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brethren  claim  a  corner  of  a  blanket  to  tofs  the  en- 
thufiaft  as  inimical  to  the  rights  of  Britons  and  of 
mankind.  But  I  would  urge  it  again  and  again, 
and  defire  it  may  be  remembered,  that  I  do  not 
plead  with  Britons,  or  with  men  :  but  with  the 
difciples  of  Jefus,  with  Chriflians  in  their  religious 
denomination  merely.  And  while  I  plead  for  abfo- 
hite  fubjeftion  of  Chriftians  to  government,  legal, 
conftitutional,  or  not ;  I  am  far  from  approving  and 
farther  ftill  from  wifhing,  any  ftretch  of  arbitrary,  il- 
legal, unconftitutional  power.  So  far  from  being  an 
enemy  to  the  Americans,  that  were  I  perfuaded  the 
independency  of  America  would  be  attended  with  a 
greater  degree  of  happinefs  to  America,  than  any  pro- 
pofed  fubjeftion  to  Great  Britain  -3  and  that  the  hap- 
pinefs would  outweigh  the  evil  confeqnences  which 
that  independency  would  occafion  to  this  nation  ;  my 
heart  would  fecretly  wifh  for  it,  and  rejoice  to  fee  it 
acknowledged  and  eftablifhed.  A  Chriftian  is,  and 
muft  be  the  friend  of  the  human  fpecies..  It  is  the 
greateft  pofTible  welfare  of  mankind  which  is  neareft 
his  heart.  Therefore  an  increafe  of  happinefs  on  the 
whole,  and  not  the  private  profperity  of  any  particu- 
lar ftate  or  nation,  is  the  moft  important  object  in  his 
view  of  human  affairs. 

If  this  nation,  and  the  government  of  it,  were 
really  Chriftian,  I  believe,  there  would  be  no  mono- 
polies, no  excluiive  trades  carried  on,  no  laws  to 
chain  profperity  and  wealth  to  this  ifland,  and  no  reafon 
for  Ireland,  or  for  America,  to  complain  of  our  par- 
tial laws.  But  as  there  never  was  a  nation  of  Chrif- 
tians, and  as  there  is  no  likelihood  that  there  will  be 
a  national  eftabliihment  of  Chriftianity,  excepting  a 
nominal  one,  until  the  times  of  the  reftitution  of  all 
things,  it  is  entirely  ufelefs,  and  abfurd,  to  enquire  or 
determine  decifively,  how  any  nation,  or  people  in 
their  national  capacity  as  Chriftians  ought  to  aft.  The 
written  word  of  God  was  not  defigned  to  direct  nati- 
ons politically ;  but,  to  direct  the  church,  how  to 
fteer  her  courie  through  the  waves  of  this  troublefome 
world,  fo  as  to  enter  at  laft  into  the  haven  of  eternal 

C  %  reft. 
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reft.  And  if  the  reader  can  imagine  how  very  incon- 
fiderable  the  number  of  real  Chriftians  (and  they  only 
will  in  any  degree  be  influenced  by  the  doctrine) 
would  be  on  the  political  balance,  to  make  the  fcale 
preponderate  on  either  fide*,  he  will  fee,  that  neither 
the  minifterialifts,  nor  the  patriots,  as  they  are  diftin- 
guiftied;  neither  Englifhmen,  nor  Americans  ;  nei- 
ther Papifts,  nor  Proteftants,  will  have  any  reafon 
to  be  jealous  of  this  attempt  to  call  back,  or  to  pre- 
vent my  brethren,  from  joining  either  fide,  as  prin- 
cipals, in  this  prefent,  or  in  any  future,  great  nati- 
onal conteft. 

That  elegant  trifler  Shenftone  applies  the  diftinc- 
tion  de  jure  and  de  faSfo  to  gentlemen.*  The  fame 
kind  of  diftinction  holds  amcngft  Chriftians.  The  vail 
multitudes  called  Chriftians,  are  not  Chriftians  dejure* 
as  having  the  principles  and  graces  which  efTentially 
conftitute  the  Chrifiian  character  •,  but  have  a  right 
to  the  denomination  by  virtue  of  cuftom,  human 
laws,  and  certain  religious  rites  fuperftitioufly  fub- 
mitted  to,  and  improperly,  and  often  profanely,  ad- 
miniftered.  It  may  be  of  further  ufe,  than  to  the 
prefent  defign,  to  confider  this  important  interefting 
diftinction.  -j- 

However 


*  The  denpmination  (gentleman)  may  belong  equally  to  two 
forts  of  men.  The  one,  what  may  be  ftyled  a  gentleman  de  jure, 
viz.  a  man  of  generofity,  politenefs,  learning,  tafte,  genius,  or 
affability ;  in  fhort,  accomplifhed  in  all  that  is  fplendid,  or  en- 
deared to  us  by  all  that  is  amiable,  on  the  one  fide ;  and  on  the 
other,  a  gentleman  de  fafto,  or  what,  to  EngliuH  readers,  I  would 
term  a  gentleman  as  by  law  eftablifhed. 

EJfays  on  Men  and  Manners.      Vol.  11 ". 

f  Ignatius  in  his  epiftles  frequently  expreiles  the  diftindion. 
TipsTrov  ev  tfli  jw.57  [xoiov  xtzfaicS ca  ffiwuvtiq  aAA«  xxi  eivcti.  ucrTfep  yxp 
tqli  'vofjacixotiK  frvo  to  pev  See,  ro  <!s  y.o<7(/.e,  kcci  ty.xrov  avrwv  t,hov  yx^xK- 
T?fflt  iVi{k$tfjLBtor  ey.zi,  a  cmiroi  ra  v.o<7//.tf  rem,  oi  h  Tncrrot  e»  ayctirt} 
yctfa,y?irsfot,  Say  Traiyc?  ha.  \r,cH  Xpi^ra,  h  a  sxv  y^n  anSatpeTtfj  ^X°iUli  7: 
U7ro^aveiv  e»?  ro  c.via  TrxQ&q,    re  Cr,v  ocJla  en  eglty  ev  vim*. 

Oiruq  fjift  [jlovov  htyu/AXi  %puJTHZt9S,    ocXha  kxi  tvpt9u. 

Jullin  the  Martyr  alio  express  the  fame  diltinflion, 
Oi  $  av  py  evfHay.tvf'.ui  Qmiit^t^  sh$<x%e,  yvupi£e7§u<ra,v  y.r  oP.es  Xf^iXI>oi* 
y.a.i  ?,£>-a.vi>'  oV  yhurks  ret,  W  Xpjia  b^uypuict.  A  POL.  PRIM. 
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However  ftrange  the  afTcrtion,  it  may  yet  be  juft, 
that  the  Son  of  God  did  not  come  into  this  world  to 
propagate  what  is  commonly  underitood  by  a  religion\ 
much  lefs,  a  national  religious  eitablifhment.  The 
ordination  of  a  national  prieithood,  endowments  of 
religious  orders  and  focieties  with  fecular  power  and 
revenues  ;  folemn  temples,  altars,  and  fpiritual 
courts;  and  all  the  unnatural  mixtures  of  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  powers,  are  no  ways  ejfential  to  Chrifti- 
anity ;  they  are  human  inventions  and  inftitutions ; 
and  derive  their  exiftence,  for  the  moft  parr,  from 
ignorance,  fuperftition,  ambition  and  tyranny.  It 
was  never  intended  that  kings  fhould  .be  nurfing  fa- 
thers, and  queens  nurfing  mothers,  by  introducing 
fecular  power  and  dignity  into  the  church  :  and 
there  is  no  other  alliance  between  church  and 
ftate,  than  what  politically  exifts  between  men,  as 
reciprocally  owing  allegiance  and  protection,  as  mem- 
bers of  civil  fociety.  The  introduction  of  civil  power 
and  dignity  has  indeed  been  the  mean  of  making 
millions  of  nominal  Chriftians  ♦,  but  has  prevented 
thoufands  from  enquiring  into  the  nature  and  all- im- 
portance of  Chriftianity ;  who  perhaps  would  have 
been  converted,  had  Chriftianity  appeared  in  its  own 
fimple  heavenly  attire.  * 

When 

Examine  yourfeh»es,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith  ;  prove  your 
ownfeives  :  know  ye  not  your  ownfelves,  how  that  Jefus  Chriil  is 
in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?  z  Cor.  xiii. 

*  It  is  not  my  intention  to  condemn  abfolutely  all  national  eftab- 
lifhments.  They  have  their  political  ufefulnefs;  and  though  fome 
evils  be  connected  with  them,  they  are  not  without  fome  advan- 
tages on  the  fide  of  Chriitianity.  I  only  mean  to  (hew  what  is  not 
ejfential  to  Chriftianity  ;  in  order  to  cool  the  violence  of  bigotry, 
by  directing  the  miiid  to  the  great  head  of  the  church  for  fupport, 
rather  than  to  human  laws  and  constitutions.  I  mould  not  appre- 
hend myfelf  guilty  of  **  that  meaneft  of  all  mean  things,  felf-adu- 
'*  lation,"  were  I  to  fay,  "  the  Church  of  England  is  the  Deft  con- 
•'  ftituted  church  in  the  world  ;"  (a)  whilft  I  mean  to  exprefs  my 
ientiments,  that  there  are  fewer  things  in  the  Church  of  England 
eftabliftiment  to'  offend  a  liberal  minded  ChriiUan,  than  in  any 
other  I  know  ;  that  it  is  moft  favourable  to  the  p:ofefiion  of  gofpel 

(a)  Confeffional. 

C  3  truths ; 
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When  any  government,  or  ftatc,  has  adopted  the 
form  of  Chriftianity,  and  that  form  becomes  the  eftab- 
lifhed  religion  of  a  country,  and  has  by  long  cultom 
and  law  been  an  efTential  part  of  the  conftitution  ; 
and  it  happens  that  this  eitablimment  be  impaired, 
made  light  of,  and  the  laws  enacted  for  its  fupport  be 
relaxed,  or  repealed-,  it  is  not  only  an  evidence  that 
the  nation  is  receding  to  a  more  diftant  point  from  real 
Chriftianity  ;  but  is  a  pretty  fure  prognoftic  of  fome 
great  revolution  in  the  ftate.  I  have  in  view  certain 
ads  of  parliament  lately  paffed  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  tolerance,  to  which  thofe 
afts  in  a  great  meafure  owe  their  exiftence,  is  no 
more  the  meek  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  or  arifing  from 
an  increafe  of  the  meek,  charitable,  heavenly  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel,  than  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  Papifls  and 
of  the  Proteftant  AfTociaiion.  But  fhould  this  un- 
happy land  break  down  every  fence  of  the  national  re- 
ligion, and  lay  it  wafte  or  common  •,  fhould  the 
Chriftian  name  be  no  longer  refpe&ed,  but  be  dt- 
fpifed  and  perfecuted  as  formerly  it  was,  (till  the  Lord 
liveth — the  Lord  reigneth  :  he  can  and  will  maintain 
his  kingdom,  without  the  aid  of  fecular  power  and 
in  oppofuion  to  all  the  powers  of  the  world.  But  if 
Chriftianity,  or  the  church,  cannot  be  upheld  without 
fecular  power;  if  I  mud  draw  any  fword,  and  ftand 
at  a  battery  of  cannon  to  defend  my  Chriftian  liberty ; 
then  let  Chriftianity  vanifn  like  the  baielefs  fabric  of 
a  vifion ;  it  will  be  juft  to  conclude  its  origin  was 
human,  and  its  author  (till  in  the  grave. 

I  juft  now  mentioned  that  allegiance  and  pro- 
tection are  reciprocal.  In  this  country,  I  fuppofe* 
they  are  constitutionally  reciprocal :  and  they  are  fo 

truths ;  and  above  all,  to  the  exercife  of  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity ; 

and  that  there  is  not  any  feci  of  Chriftians  in  which  I  can  fo  well 

ferve  my  malher,  and  be  fo  ufef  ■]  to  my  fel!ow-men,    as  in  this 

eftaMiihmento     To  look  for;  ^s  abfurd ;    and  it  is  the 

of  a  prejudiced  mind  and  of  a  r.arow  fpirit  to  be  offende4 

fuel:  imperfe&iens  as  cannot  be  fe^rated  from  any  thing  in 

t  ftate  of  the  world, 

is 
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in  reafon,  right,  and  juftice.  But  let  me  guard 
againft  the  miiapplication  of*  this  truth.  It  will  be 
objected  to  me,  "  If  allegiance  and  protection  be 
"  reciprocal,  then  if  fubjects  do  not  find  protection 
"  under  government,  if  their  natural  and  legal  rights 
"  be  invaded,  they  are  abfolved  from  their  allegi- 
"  ance,  and  it  istawful  to  rebel  fword  in  hand."  I 
apprehend,  the  conclufion  is  not  good  •,  fi nee  our 
conftitution  points  out  other  fufficient  means  of  re- 
drefs>  allegiance  (till  remaining.  Befides,  the  word 
lawful  can  never  refer  to  the  law  of  Chrift — the  dif- 
ciples  of  Jefus  muft  patiently  forego  their  natural 
rights  •,  they  are  forbidden  to  take  the  fword  in  their 
own  quarrel,  and  to  refill:  evil,  by  him  who  hath 
laid,  cc  Vengeance  is  mine." 

Infontes  pasnis  et  cruciatibus  acquiefcunt,  certi  et 
fidentes  quod  inultum  non  remaneant  quodcunque 
perpetimur ;  quantoque  major  fuerit  perfecutionis 
injuria,  tanto  et  juftior  fiat  et  gravior  pro  perfecu- 
tione  vindicta — Scriptura  divina  pofucrit  et  dixerit : 
mihi  vindictam,  ego  retribuam,  elicit  Dcminus.  Ec 
iterum  Spiritns  fanctus  prasmoneat  ct  dicat ;  ne 
dixeris,  ulcifcar  me  de  inimico  meo,  fed  expect  a 
Dominum,  ut  tibi  auxilio  fit.  Qualis  Dorninus 
Jefus,  et  quanta  patientia  ejus,  ut  qui  in  caslis  ado- 
ratur,  necdum  vindicetur  in  terris  !  Hujus  patien- 
tiam,  fratres  dilectilTimi,  in  perfecutlonibus  et  paf- 
fionibus  noltiis  cogitemus.  Hujus  adventui  plenum 
expectations  obiequium  prsebeamus.  Nee  defendi 
ante  Dominum  fervi  irrelimofa  et  inverecunda  fefti- 
natione  propercmus.  InfUtamus  pocius  ec  elabore- 
mus,  et  toto  corde  vigilantes,  atque  ad  omnem  to- 
leranriam  llabiles,  Dominica  prseccpra  fervemus  ;  ut 
cum  ille  iras  et  vindicts  dies  venerit,  non  cum  im- 
piis  ec  peccatoribus  puniamur,  fed  cum  juftis  et 
Deum  timentibus  honoremur.  Cyprianus. 

Chriftianity   is.  an  attachment  of  heart  to  Jefus, 
through  a  belief  of  his  character,  of  "his  birth,   life, 
death,  refurrection,  feffion  in  glory,   and  of  his  com- 
ing again  to  judgment  in  order  to  receive  and  re- 
ward 
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ward  his  followers,  and  to  punifh  unfaithful  men  for 
their  iniquity.  Out  of  this  belief  arifes  hope,  the 
earneft  expectation  of  that  eternal  glory,  the  luftre 
of  which  eclipfes  all  the  tranfient  glory  of  the  pre- 
fent  world.  With  this  in  view,  the  believer  dies 
daily  to  prefent  interefts,  and  lives  unto  God,  whom 
he  is  called  to  witnefs,  profefs,  honour,  and  wor- 
fhip  openly  before  men — not  with  coftly  facrifices, 
not  with  the  pomp  of  religious  rites  in  folemn  tem- 
ples; but  by  a  holy  union  in  brotherly  love,  by  vifit- 
ing  the  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  by 
acts  of  mercy,  by  keeping  the  foul  and  body  un- 
fpotted  from  the  impurities  of  fuperftition  and  ido- 
latry, by  acts  of  felf-denial,  by  fuch  a  contempt  or 
neglect  of  the  world,  in  the  exercife  of  moderation, 
mceknefs,  patience,  non-refiftance,  as  clearly  fhews 
our  happinefs  does  not  lie  here.  With  thefe  facri- 
fices God  is  well  pleafed.  In  this  way,  God  is  ac- 
knowledged and  glorified,  better  than  by  any  of  the 
inftitutions  which  go  by  the  name  of  religion ;  in 
this  way  the  foul  is  prepared  for  the  future  {rate ; 
and  in  this  way  the  greater!  charity  is  {hewn  to  men, 
whilft  by  our  conftancy,  meeknefs,  and  patience,  we 
force  the  eyes  of  a  blind  world  to  fee  the  everlafting 
punifhment  of  fin,  and  the  eternal  weight  of  glory, 
with  which  all  the  momentary  fufFerings  of  the  pre- 
fent world  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared,  or  men- 
tioned as  fufFerings. 

If  we  call  it  prudence,  or  wifdom,  to  give  up 
many  things,  which  we  might  lawfully  infift  on  in 
our  families  and  neighbourhoods,  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  quiet,  eafe,  or  any  other  advantage  *,  why 
fhould  a  Chrifiian  be  thought  a  fool*  or  a  madman, 

*  Quam  conftantiam,  Ci  tenemus,  cur  ftulti  judicamur  ?  Juf- 
titia  fuapte  natura,  fpeciem  quandam  ftuhiriae  habet. — Non  poife 
quenquam  juftum  efie,  quod  eft  conjun&um  cum  vera  fapientia, 
niii  idem  ftultus  effe  videatur. 

Ita  fit,  ut  homtfjuflus  contemptui  fit  omnibus,  et  quia  puta- 
bitur  femet  ipfum  defendere  non  pofie,  habebitur  pro  fegni  et 
inerti.  Qui  autem  fuerit  ultus  inimicum,  hie  fortis,  hie  ftrennu3 
judicatur;  hunc  colunt,  hunc  omnes  verentur.  Lact. 

becaufe 
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becaufe  he  foregoes  many  lawful  enjoyments,  and  his 
natural  rights,  for  the  fake  of  the  greater!:  good,  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  eternal  welfare  of  himfelf  and 
of  men  ? 

Self-defence  is  indeed  a  firft  principle  and  dictate 
of  nature  :  and  the  Chriftian  does  not  abfolutely  go 
contrary  to  it;  no,  not  in  his  meek  patient  iuffer- 
ings.  There  are  a  thoufand  inilances  in  which  he 
may  exercife  the  principle  in  a  peaceable  manner. 
Agreeably  to  this  principle,  St.  Paul  fent  his  kinf- 
man  to  Lyfias  with  information  of  the  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  and  appealed  unto  Caefar,  not  to  accufe 
his  nation  and  feek  revenge,  but  that  he  might  peace- 
ably difappoint  their  malice.  And  how  can  it  be 
called  an  act  of  prepofterous  felf-denial,  and  a  mad 
violence  done  to  nature,  if  I  do  not  ftand  upon  my 
defence,  and  fight  for  my  liberties  with  carnal  wea- 
pons, when,  being  under  the  extraordinary  difpen- 
fation  of  the  gofpel,  1  gain  more  than  I  lofe,  and 
fecure  my  own  intereft  more  effectually  than  I  can 
expect  to  do  by  the  contrary  conduct.  I  think  it  is 
plainly  intimated  in  that  forcible  proverbial  faying  of 
our  Lord,  "  They  that  take  the  fword  (hall  perifh 
"  by  the  fword*,"  that  his  people's  beft  defence 
would  be  patient  tolerance  of  all  kinds  of  injuries, 
and  that  they  would  fuffer  irreparable  lofs  by  fighting 
for  their  "  civil  and  religious  liberties."  •«  While 
"  we  are  ftretching  forth  our  hands  to  our  God,  let 
"  your  tormenting  irons  harrow  our  ffcfh,  let  your 
"  gibbets  exalt  us,  or  your  fires  lick  up  our  bodies, 
"  or  your  fwords  cut  off  our  heads,  or  your  beafts 
"  tread  us  to  earth  :  for  a  Chriftian  upon  his  knees 
"  to  his  God,  is  in  apojiure  of  defence  againft  all  the 
"  evils  you  can  croud  upon  him." 

Our  relation  to  this  world  was  warned  off  in  the 
laver  of  regeneration  :    we  are  not  of  this  world, 

*  And  Rev.  xiii.  10.  He  that  leadeth  into  captivity  (hall  go 

into  captivity  :  he  that  kilJeth  with  the  fword  muft   be  killed 

with  the  fword.     Here  is  the  patience  and  the  faith  of  the 
faints. 

even 
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even  as  Chrift  was  not  of  this  world  ;  therefore  his 
fervants  may  not  fight  to  preferve  themfelves  from 
perfecution  and  bondage  *.  They  are  ftrangers  and 
pilgrims  on  earth,  and  mall  they  fight  for  that  world 
in  which  they  are  only  ibjourners,  or  ftrangers  ?  If 
an  Englifhman  travel  through  France,  the  freer  he 
finds  himfelf  from  the  troubleibme  inipeclion  and 
controul  of  the  officers  of  French  police,  the  more 
fecure  his  perfon  is  from  the  infults  of  a  mob,  the 
iefs  he  is  impofed  on  in  his  hotel  and.  by  fharpers  -,  fo 
much  the  better  to  his  quiet,  and  the  more  agree- 
able is  his  tour  :  but  fhouid  he  prate  about  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  men,  declaim  againft  arbitrary  power, 
meddle  in  affairs  of  flate,  or  join  any  feditious  party 
to  oppofe  and  embarrafs  the  meafures  of  government, 
he  would  be  thought  to  act  quite  out  of  character  ^ 
and  every  one  would  fay  that  the  Englifh  traveller 
would  be  rightly  ferved,  if  lodged  in  the  Baftile. 

Our  line  of  duty  as  Chriftians  is  fo  plainly  marked 
out,  that  we  caanot  miftake  it,  unlefs  prejudice 
blind  us,  and  bias  our  conduct,  if  the  neceflity  of 
my  country  fhouid  require  it,  and  I  fhouid  be  allot- 
ted to  ferve  in  the  militia,  or  fuch  regulations  fhouid 
be  made,  that  I  fhouid  be  lawfully  appointed  to 
ferve  in  the  army,  and  if  no  provifion  were  made, 
that  I  could  by  fine,  or  other  wife,  avoid  the  fervice, 
or  fhouid  be  fo  poor  that  I-  could  not  pay  the  fine ; 
J  would,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  alio  for  confeience 
fake,  carry  my  mufket-  and  ufe  my  bayonet  with  all 
the  vigour  of  a  Briton.  But  if  I  might  have  my  li- 
berty, I  would  ufe  it  rather  v  and  take  the  nrft  op- 
portunity to  retire  from  thofe  fcenes  which  are  the 
difgrace  of  human  nature.  To  refufe  the  fervice, 
when  lawfully  called  to  it,  or  to  difobey  my  com- 
manding officer,  would  be  refitting  the  ordinance  of 
God,  and  the  fure  way  to  incur  condemnation  in  his 
fight..    It  is  a  very  different  thing  to  be  impelled  f 

•  Tertuliian. 

f  Fieri  poteft,  ut  vel  invitmad  haec  fabeunda  cogatur.  Lact. 
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by  the  procefs  of  human  affairs  to  a  difgreeable  act, 
and  to  undertake  as  principals,  and  to  engage  with 
the  fword,  in  our  own  quarrel. 

If  this  kingdom  fhould  be  unhappily  divided 
againft  itfelf-,  if  the  King  and  Parliament,  as  in  the 
lall  century,  mould  wage  civil  war  againft  each 
other,  I  mould  think  I  owe  allegiance  to  both  par- 
ties :  I  would  not  connect,  myfelf  with  either,  if  k 
mould  depend  on  my  own  choice.  All  that  I  would 
do,  if  my  feeble  voice  could  be  heard  amidlt  the 
noife  and  tumult  of  war,  would  be  to  cry,  "  Whence 
"  come  wars  and  fightings  amongft  you  ?  Sirs,  ye 
"  are  brethren  •,  why  do  ye  wrong  one  to  another." 
If  I  mould  be  compelled  by  either  party,  I  would 
obey  the  force  fo  far,  and  fo  long  only  as  I  mould 
feel  its  power ;  and,  whether  peace  enfue,  or  one 
party  be  entirely  fubdued,  I  Ihouid  think  myfelf  un- 
der obligation,  as  a  Chriftian,  to  obey  "  the  powers 
•'  that  be,"  of  whatever  kind.  Let  no  one  con- 
temptuoufly,  fay,  "  This  is  the  Vicar  of  Bray,  Sir  :" 
it  is  the  conduct  of  a  man  of  God,  who  loves  peace, 
who  loves  all  men,  whofe  heart  is  difengaged  from 
the  world,  and  is  "  looking  for,  and  hailing  unto 
"  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  and  is  diligent 
*'  that  he  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without 
"  fpot  and  blamelefs  *." 

Nothing  was  farther  from  the  thoughts  of  the  pri- 
mitive Chriftians,  than  drawing  the  fword  to  fight 
againft  the  unjuft,  ufurped  arbitrary  power,  which 
then  were,  for  their  "  civil  and  religious  liberties." 
They  did  not  excite  fubje&ed  ftates  to  rile  in  rebel- 
lion againft  the  Roman  power,  becaufe  it  was  exer- 
cifed  by  men  f7  or  becaufe  they   were  "  no   better 

#  2  Pet.  iii. 

f  Dr.  Witherfpoon  in  his  fermon,  page  29.  fays,  "  I  do  not 
"  refufe  fubmiffion  to  their  unjuft  claims*  becaufe  they  are  cor- 
•'  rupt  and  profligate,  but  becaufe  they  are  men,  and  liable  to 
"  all  the  felnfh  biafles  infeparable  from  human  nature."  If  this 
reafon  be  good,  Dr.  Witherfpoon  mud  either  go  out  of  the  world, 
or  be  himfelf  a  Grand  Monarque,  or  be  a  perpetual  rebel,  re- 
filling (ubtTsilfioa  to  every  governmeiU, 

*c  than 
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"  than  a  parcel  of  tributary  dates,  ruled  by  lordly 
"  tyrants,  and  exhaufted  by  unfeeling  penftoners 
<c  (or  proconfuls)  under  the  commifllon  of  one,  too 
*c  diftant  to  hear  the  cry  of  opprefllon,  and  fur- 
"  rounded  by  thofe  who  had  an  intereft  in  deceiving 
"  him  *."  They  never  thought  it  right  to  draw 
the  fword,  and  infift  on  toleration  and  liberty  to 
erect  meeting- houfes  for  public  worfhip  in  every  part 
of  the  empire.  Yet  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
law  of  felf-prefervation  and  defence  as  a  dictate  of 
nature  •,  they  had  as  exquifite  feelings  as  any  modern 
Chriftians ;  they  were  "  men  of  fpirit"  too  •,  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  refift  effectually  •,  they  could 
calculate  the  advantages  of  independency;  and  they 
underftood  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the 
juftice  of  being  permitted  to  enjoy  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  Notwithftanding  they  oppofed  only  paflive 
courage,  remonftrances,  and  intreaties,  to  all  the 
hardfhips,  oppreflions,  and  violence  their  enemies 
impofed  upon  them. 

To  juftify  my  afTertions,  and  that  it  may  be  ken 
how  well  acquainted  the  primitive  Chriftians  were 
with  the  immutable  reafons  of  liberty,  right,  and 
juftice,  I  refer  you  to  the  excellent  Apology  of  Ter- 
tullian  ;  an  Apology,  which  for  its  manly  and  liberal 
fentiments  and  learning,  notwithftanding  the  rugged- 
nefs  of  an  unpolilhed  ftile,  commends  itfelf  to  the 
tafte  of  all  lovers  of  literature ;  as  it  does  for  its 
genuine  piety,  to  the  heart  of  all  true  Chriftians.  Out 
of  it  is  taken  the  following  extract,  tranflated  by 
Reeves,  Rector  of  Craneford. 

"  But  what  need  I  fay  more  to  (hew  the  facred 
"  tie,  which  binds  on  the  duty  of  allegiance  upon 
"  Chriftian  fubjects  ? — If  we  Chriftians  are  exprefsly 
<c  commanded  by  our  mafter  to  love  our  enemies, 
"  whom  then  have  we  left  to  hate  ?  And  if,  when 
"  hurt,  we  muft  not  return  the  evil,  for  fear  of  be- 
"  ing  like  the  reft  of  the  world,  where  fhall  we  find 

•  Dr.  Witherfpoon's  Addrefs  to  the  Natives  of  Scotland. 

"  a  man 


[    45     ] 

"  a  man  to  hurt  ?  How  well  we  practice  this  com- 
M  mand  of  our  matter,  you  yourfelves  can  tell  with 
"  a  witnefs  •,  for  how  many  times,  partly  in  com- 
tc  pliance  with  a  brutifh  paflion,  partly  in  obedience 
"  to  the  laws,  have  you  judges  fhewed  a  mod  fa* 
"  vage  cruelty  to  Chriltians  ?  How  often  without 
"  your  authority,  has  the  hoftile  mob  of  their  own 
ct  mere  motion  invaded  us  with  fhowers  of  (tones 
"  and  fire  ?  The  mob,  I  fay,  who  acted  with  the 
"  furies  of  a  Bacchanal,  fpare  not  even  a  dead  Chrii- 
"  tian  -,  but  tear  him  from  the  quiet  of  a  tomb,  the 
"  facred  refuge  of  death,  and  mangle  the  body* 
"  hideoufly  deformed  already,  and  rotting  to  pieces; 
cc  and  in  this  rueful  condition  drag  it  about  the 
"  ftreets.  But  now  in  all  this  confpiracy  of  evils 
"  againft  us,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  mortal  provoca- 
Ci  tions,  what  one  evil  have  you  obferved  to  have 
M  been  returned  by  Chriftians  ?  Whereas  we  could 
*'  in  a  night's  time,  with  links  and  firebrands  in  our 
"  hands,  have  made  ourfelves  ample  fatisfadtion  by 
"  returning  evil  for  evil,  had  we  not  thought  it  un- 
"  lawful  to  quit  the  fcore  of  one  evil  with  another. 
"  But  God  forbid !  that  any  of  this  divine  fe£l 
*'  mould  feek  revenge  by  fire,  after  the  manner  of 
"  men,  or  grudge  to  fuffer  what  is  lent  to  refine 
u  them. 

"  But  if  we  would  not  revenge  ourfelves  in  the 
"  dark,  but  as  profdfed  enemies  engage  you  in  the 
"  open  field,  do  you  think  we  could  want  forces? 
"  The  Moors \  and  Marcomans,  and  Parthians,  which 
"  you  have  lately  conquered,  or  any  other  people 
"  within  the  bounds  of  a  country,  are  more  nume- 
"  rous  perhaps,  than  thofe  who  know  no  bounds 
**  than  rhe  limits  of  the  world.  We  are  but  of  yef- 
tc  terday,  and  by  to-day  are  grown  up,  and  over- 
"  fpread  your  empire,  your  cities,  your  iflands, 
"  your  fort",  towns,  affemblies,  and  your  camps, 
"  wards,  companies,  palace,  fenate,  forum,  all 
'**  fwarm  with  Chriftians.  Your  temples  we  leave 
\[  to  yourfelves,  and  they  are  the  only  places  you 

"  can 
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f<  can  name  without  Chriftians.  What  war  can  we 
•'  now  be  unprepared  for?  and  fuppofing  us  un- 
"  equal  in  ftrength,  yet  confideringour  ufage,  what 
'*  fhouid  we  not  attempt  readily  ?  We  whom  you 
"  fee  fo  ready  to  meet  death  in  all  its  forms  of 
"  cruelty,  was  it  not  agreeable  to  our  religion  to  be 
"  killed,  rather  than  to  kill. 

"  We  could  alfo  make  a  terrible  war  upon  you 
*'  without  arms,  or  fighting  a  ftroke,  by  being  fo 
**  pafTively  revengeful,  as  only  to  leave  you  •,  for  if 
*c  fuch  a  numerous  hoi!  of  Chriftians  mould  but  re- 
"  tire  *  from  the  empire  into  fome  remote  region  of 
"  the  world,  the  lots  of  fo  many  men  of  all  ranks 
*c  and  degrees,  would  leave  an  hideous  gap,  and  a 
"  lhameful  fear  upon  the  government  •,  and  the  very 
"  evacuation  would  be  abundant  revenge.  You 
"  would  (land  aghaft  at  your  defolation,  and  be 
*'  ftruck  dumb  at  the  general  fiience  and  horror  of 
"  nature,  as  if  the  whole  world  was  departed.  You 
u  would  be  at  a  lofs  for  men  to  govern,  and  in  the 
"  pitiful  remains  you  would  find  more  enemies  than 
"  citizens ;  but  now  you  exceed  in  friends,  becaufe 
*  you  exceed  in  Chriftians. 

«  Without  the  leafl  touch  of  gratitude  for 

"  the  benefit  of  fo  great  a  protection,  you  declare  a 
cc  feet  of  men.  which  are  not  only  not  burthenfome 
«*  but  neceiTary,  to  be  public  enemies  •,  as  we  are  in- 
"  deed,  but  not  in  your  fenfe,  enemies  not  of  human 
"  kind,  but  of  human  errors  only. 

"  TheChriitian  feet  therefore  for  a  certain,  ought 
"  to  meet  with  kinder  treatment  than  it  does ;  and 

*  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  in  quite  another  fpirit,  threatens  the 
very  thing  which  Tertullian  only  mentions  as  poiTible  to  be  done. 
*i  If  Great  Britain  fhouid  prevail — all  men  of  fpirit  and  lovers 
"  of  freedom  would  certainly  withdraw  themfelves  to  a  corner, 
«*  if  fuch  could  be  found,  out  of  the  reach  of  tyranny  and  op- 
"  predion.  The  numbers  of  the-  peopH,  at  any  rate,  would 
"  fenfibly  decreafe,  their  wealth  would  be  fpeedily  exhaufted, 
*'  and  there  would  remain  only  a  nominal  authority  over  a  de- 
"  folate  country.'*     Addrefs  to  the  Native*  of  Scotland,  p.  18. 

«  to 
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•  to  be  tolerated  among  other  lawful  lbcieties,  be- 
"  caufe  it  is  a  feet  from  whom  nothing  hoftile  ever 
"  comes,  like  the  dreadful  ifTue  of  other  unlawful 
"  factions.  For  if  I  miftake  not,  fuch  a  multiple 
"  city  of  feds  is  fupprefled  upon  reafons  of  ftate  *, 

"  that  the  city  mould  not  be  fplit  into  parties 

"  But  for  us,  who  are  ftark  cold  and  dead  to  all 
"  the  glories  upon  earth,  what  occafion  can  we 
"  have  for  caballings  ?  And  in  good  truth,  nothing 
"  is  farther  from  our  foul  than  the  thoughts  of 
"  mixing  in  ftate  affairs,  or  in  any  private  defigns ; 
"  for  we  look  upon  ourfelves  as  citizens  of  the 
"  world. 

"  You  need  not  wonder  at  this  loving  title, 

"  Brethren,  among  Chriitians,  when  we  own  even 
"  you  yourfelves  for  brethren,  by  the  right  of  one 
"  common  nature-,  although  indeed  you  have  can- 
"  celled  this  relation,  and  by  being  inhuman 
"  brethren,  have  forfeited  the  title  of  men ;  but  by 
"  what  diviner  ties  are  we  Chriftians  brethren  ?  we 
"  who  all  acknowledge  but  one  and  the  fame  God, 
"  as  our  univerfal  Father ;  who  have  all  drank  of 
"  one  and  the  fame  Holy  Spirit,  and  who  are  all  de- 
"  livered  as  it  were  from  one  common  womb  of 
M  igirorance,  .  and  called  out  of  darknefs  into  his 
"  marvellous  light. 

«  What  a  treafure  is  it  barely  to  have 

fuch  people  to  ferve  you,  as  you  are  lure  will 
never  do  you  any  harm  ? 

«  i Which  is  the  wifeft  provifion  for  inno- 
cence, to  forbid  evil  doing,  or  not  to  permit  fa 
much  as  evil  fpeaking  ?  Which  the  moft  inftrucl:- 
ing  lefibn  for  the  good  of  mankind,  to  debar  men 


*  I  fuppofe  Tertallian  would  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  fnp- 
preffing  Popery  upon  reafons  of  ftate ;  that  is,  upon  conviction 
that  civil  government  could  not  be  fecure,  nor  the  peace  of  fo- 
ciety  be  maintained,  as  long  as  Popery  be  tolerated.  But  Tertul- 
lian  would  vote  for  unlimited  toleration  of  all  religions,  wftlch 
could  be  tolerated  with  fafety  to  the  ftate,  and  couid  never  think 
of  injuring  any  religioniib,  for  the  fupport  of  Christianity . 

c*  from 
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"  from  doing  injury,  or  not  fo  much  as  to  allow 
"  the  injured  peribn  the  common  privilege  of  re- 
"  turning  evil  for  evil  ? 

"  What  reafon  then,  fay  you,  have  we  Chriftians 
"  to  complain  of  our  fufferings,  when  we  are  fo 
"  fond  of  perfecution ;  we  ought  rather  to  love 
*6  thofe  who  perfecute  us  fo  fweetly  to  our  hearts' 
*c  content.  It  is  true  indeed,  we  are  not  againfl 
"  fufFering,  when  the  captain  of  our  falvation  calls 
"  us  forth  to  fuffer ;  but  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  with 
<c  us  in  our  Chriftian  warfare,  as  it  is  with  you  in 
<c  yours,  we  chufe  to  fuffer,  as  you  chufe  to  fight ; 
"  but  no  man  chufes  to  fight  for  fighting  ftke,  be- 
cc  caufe  he  cannot  engage  without  fear  and  hazard 
cc  of  life.  Yet,  neverthelefs,  when  the  brave  fol- 
"  dier  finds  he  muft  engage,  he  battles  it  with  all 
"  his  power,  and  if  he  comes  off  victorious,  is  full 
"  of  joy,  though  juft  before  not  without  com- 
"  plaints  of  a  military  life,  becaufe  he  has  obtained 
u  his  end,  laden  with  glory,    laden  with  fpoils. 

"  Thus  it  is  with  Chriftians,  we  enter  into  battle, 
<c  when  we  are  cited  to  your  tribunals,  there  tocom- 
"  bat  for  truth  with  the  hazard  of  our  lives.  To 
"  fet  up  truth  is  our  victory,  and  the  victor's  glory 
"  is  to  pleafe  his  God,  and  the  precious  fpoil  of 
"  that  victory  is  eternal  life ;  and  this  life  we  cer- 
"  tainly  win  by  dying  for  it ;  therefore,  we  conquer 
*c  when  we  are  killed,  are  out  of  the  reach  of  you, 
"  and  all  other  vexations  for  ever. 

"  Give  us  now  what  names  you  pleafe  from  the 
"  inftruments  of  cruelty  you  torture  us  by,  call  us 
"  Sarmenticians  and  Samaxians,  becaufe  you  faften  us 
"  to  trunks  of  trees,  and  flick  u-s  about  with  faggots 
"  to  fet  us  on  fire  ;  yet  let  me  tell  you,  when  we  are 
"  thus  begirt  and  drefTed  about  with  fire,  we  are  then 
"  in  ourmoft  illuftrious  apparel.  Thefe  are  our  vie- 
"  torious  palms  and  robes  of  glory,  and  mounted  on 
"  our  funeral  pile  we  look  upon  ourfelves  in  our  tri- 
u  umphal  chariot.  No  wonder  then  fuch  parTive 
"  heroes  pleafe  not  thofe  they  vanquifli  with  fuck 
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M  conquering  fufferings  ;  and  therefore  we  pafs  for 
"  men  in  defpair,  and  violently  bent  upon  our  own 
<c  deftruction.  However,  that  which  you  pleale  to 
"  call  defpair  and  madnefs  in  us,  are  the  very  ac- 
"  tions,  which  under  nature's  ftandard  lift  up  your 
"  fons  of  fame  and  glory,  and  emblazon  them  to  fu- 
M  ture  ages.    Thus  Mutius  Sectevola,  Empedocks^  &c. 

u  O  true  glory,  becaufe  of  human  (lamp  and  fa- 
"  fhion !  not  one  of  all  thefe  contemners  of  death 
"  and  cruelty  in  its  feveral  fhapes,  have  had  their 
"  actions  fullied  with  the  imputation  of  defpair  and 
"  madnefs.  A  man  mall  fuffer  with  honour  for  his 
u  country,  for  the  empire,  for  a  friend,  what  he  is 
"  not  tolerated  to  fuffer  from  his  God.  Strange ! 
"  that  you  mould  look  upon  the  patience  of  Chri£. 
"  tians,  as  fuch  an  inglorious  thing,  and  yet  for  the 
<c  perfons  aforefaid  call  ftatues,  and  adorn  figures 
"  with  infcriptions  and  magnificent  titles,  to  perpe- 
"  tuate  the  memory  of  their  actions  to  eternity,  to 
u  fuch  an  eternity  as  monuments  can  beftow ;  and 
"  by  this  means  give  them  a  kind  of  refurrection  from 
"  the  dead.  On  the  contrary,  he  who  expects  a 
"  real  refurrection,  and  in  hopes  of  this  fuffers  for 
"  the  word  of  God,  fhall  pafs  among  you  for  a  foe 
"  and  a  madman. 

"  And  now,  O  worfhipful  judges,  go  on  with 
"  your  (hew  of  juftice,  and  believe  me,  you  will  be 
cc  jufter  and  jufter  ftill  in  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  the  oftener  you  make  them  a  lacrince  of  Chrif- 
"  tians.  Crucify,  torture,  condemn,  grind  us  all  to 
<c  powder  if  you  can  ;  your  injuftice  is  an  illuftrious 
"  proof  of  our  innocence,  and  for  the  proof  of  this 
"  it  is,  that  God  permits  us  to  fuffer — But  do  your 
"  worft,  and  rack  your  inventions  for  tortures  for 
"  Chriftians,  it  is  all  tp  no  purpofe  ;  you  do  but  at- 
"  tract  the  world,  and  make  it  fall  in  love  the  more 
"  with  our  religion  •,  the  more  you  mow  us  down, 
"  the,thicker  we  rife ;  the  Chriftian  blood  you  fpill 
"  is  like  the  feed  you  fow,  it  fprings  from  the  earth 
;'  again  and  fructifies  the  more.     Many  of  your  phi- 
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"  lofophcrs  have  fet  themfelves  to  write  the  world  into 
"  patience  and  a  contempt  of  death — But  their  pom- 
"  pous  glitter  of  words  has  not  made  the  tithe  of 
"  difciples  that  our  lives  have  done.  That  which 
"  you  reproach  in  us  as  ftubbornnefs,  has  been  the 
"  molt  inftrueting  miftrefs  in  profelyting  the  world ; 
"  for  who  has  not  been  (truck  at  the  fight  of  that  you 
"  call  ftubbornnefs,  and  from  thence  puihed  on  to 
"  look  into  the  reality  and  reafon  of  it  ?  And  who 
"  ever  looked  well  into  our  reiigion,  but  came  over 
"  to  it?  And  who  ever  came  over,  but  was  ready  to 
"  fuffer  for  it — For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  we  thank 
*.*  you  for  condemning  us,  becaufe  there  is  fuch  a 
"  bleffed  emulation  and  difcord  between  the  divine 
"  and  human  judgment;  that  when  you  condemn 
<c  us  upon  earth,  God  abfolves  us  in  heaven." 

It  gives  me  pleafure,  while  I  addrefs  the  Proteftant 
Afibciation,  to  think  I  am   writing  to  fome  of  my 
brethren,  who  defign  nothing  more  than  to  banilh 
error,  to  eftablim  truth,  and   promote  the  fpiritual 
welfare  of  men.     But  I  fear  that  many  of  their  affo- 
ciates  be  mere  politicians  •,  and  fome  of  them  mem- 
bers of  other  AfTociations,  who  are  engaged  to  embar- 
rafs  the  meafures  of  government  •,  probably  to  reduce 
his  Majefty  to  that  (late  of  dependence  on  the  Whig- 
Intereft,    which    his   royal   Grandfather,    and    great 
Grandfather  efpecially,  were  obliged  in  policy  to  fub- 
rjait  themfelves  unto.     I  prefume  to  mention  this  con- 
jecture •,  that  all  fober-minded  men  amongft  you  may 
confider,    what  company  they  are  in.     Thefe  politi- 
cians, I  fuppofe,  pretend  zeal  for  religion  in  oppofing 
the  Popifh  bill,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their  party,  by 
increasing  the  number  of  malecontents.     The  fame 
artifice  was  ufed   in   the  lad  century :  when   many 
good  men  were  drawn  into  a  conduct  contrary  to  their 
holy  profeflion,  by  a  zeal  which  was  not  according 
to  knowledge.     They  miftook  the  line  of  duty,    and 
juftified  their  political  oppofition  to  arbitrary  power, 
and  their  fighting  with  the  fword  for  the  imagined  in- 
tereft  of  religion,  by  applying  to  themfelves  the  ex- 
amples 
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ampler  of  God's  people  under  the  particular  and  ex- 
traordinary diipenfation  of  the  Old  Teftament*. 
Hence  it  is,  that  you  and  many  others,  juftify  ufing 
violence  to  fupprefs  the  idolatrous  fuperftition  of  the 
Papifts,  and  fighting  for  your  liberties  and  religion. 
But  if  you  will  conquer  error,  fubdue  your  foes,  fet 
up  truth,  baffle  the  powers  of  darknefs,  andfecureto 
yourfelves  and  to  your  pofterity  your  Chriflian  liber- 
ties ;  you  muft  lift  up  the  ftandard  of  the  crofs,  glory 
in  it,  bear  it  patiently,  and  triumph  in  it.  Hoc  figno 
vinces. 

If  any  of  you  have  Chrift  within,  if  you  would  re- 
joice to  exprefs  a  perfect  love  to  Jefus  by  laying  down 
your  lives  for  his  fake,  if  you  be  filled  with  his 
meek,  patient,  charitable  fpirit,  you  will  not  difdain 
to  ufe  the  following  prayer,  which  exprefTes  the  tem- 
per of  a  true  difciple. 

"  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  in  all  our  fufferings  here 
"  upon  earth  for  the  teftimony  of  thy  truth,  we  may 
"  ftedfaftly  look  up  to  heaven,  and  by  faith  be- 
"  hold  the  glory  that  (hall  be  revealed  ;  and  being 
"  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  may  learn  to  love  and 
4C  blefs  our  perfccutors,  by  the  example  of  thy  firfl: 
"  martyr,  St.  Stephen,  who  prayed  for  his  mur- 
U  derers  to  thee,  O  blefTed  Jefus,  who  ftandeft  at 
"  the  right  hand  of  God,  to  fuccour  all  thofe 
46  that  furTer  for  thee,  our  only  mediator  and  ad- 
44  vocate-f.     Amen." 

In  order  to  fhew  what  manner  of  fpirit  you  are  of, 
I  would  recommend  to  your  Prefident,  to  begin  your 

#  That  ancient  rival 
Of  God's  dear  Son  purfues  the  potentate 
In  us  his  fubjeds,  and  retains  th'  nations 
With  all  thJ  enchanting  fvveet  and  pow'r  of  evil, 
To  form  his  wretched  pomp  and  fight  his  war. 
When  heathen  holts  attack'd  of  old  the  race 
Of  chofen  ifrael,  'twas  in  truth  a  fiege 
Suftain'd  by  Jefus  in  his  little  fort 
From  the  dark  legions.     Then  the  outflretch'd  arm, 
But  ncnx;,  the  crofs  muft  conquer. 

The  Martyrdom  of  Ignatius y  by  Gamboia* 
f  Colie&  for  St,  Stephen's  day. 
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next  meeting  with  this  addrefs  to  our  meek,  flitter- 
ing, all-fu  flic  km  Saviour.  If  it  fhould  be  done  in  a 
ferious,  folemn  manner,  and  unexpected  by  the  Afib- 
ciation,  I  fuppofe  it  would  have  the  fame  effect  upon 
you,  which  thofe  uncharitable  accuiers,  who  tempted 
Chrift,  once  experienced ;  when,  being  convicted  in 
their  own  confciences,  they  went  out  one  by  one  from 
the  eldeft  to  the  lead. 

When  I  confider  how  the  various  fects  of  profefT- 
ing  Chriftians  overlook  the  Scriptures  which  make 
againft  them,  and  glofs  other  texts  to  juftify  their 
notions  and  practices :  when  I  fee  how  the  Quakers, 
for  example,  pervert  the  meaning  of  texts  to  juftify 
women,  contrary  to  natural  modefty  and  fhame- 
facednefs,  (landing  up  before  a  congregation  of  men 
to  preach ;  and  this  too,  in  direct  oppofition  to 
Scriptures,  which  forbid  the  practice-,  I  ceafe  to 
wonder  at  the  wild-fire  and  intolerance  of  Proteftant 
AfTociations  exciting  the  legiflature  to  enact  penal 
ftatutes  as  guardians  of  religious  liberty ;  and  I  no 
longer  hear  with  aftonifhment  a  Witherfpoon  plead- 
ing with  Chriftians  the  caufe  of  war,  reiiftance  and 
rebellion,  from  the  facred  pulpit.  But  hoping  the 
prejudices  of  fome  of  you  may  be  in  part  removed 
by  the  foregoing  obfervations,  and  your  fpirits  fome- 
what  foftened  j  I  will  prefent  to  your  review  thofe 
Scriptures,  which,  I  think,  juftify  my  doctrine  in  this 
addrefs,  the  fentiments  of  Tertullian  in  the  forego- 
ing quotation,  and  alfo  the  temper  and  conduct  of 
the  primitive  Chriftians. 

The  Jews  had  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans. 
Our  fathers  worfhipped  in  this  mountain :  and  ye 
fay,  In  Jerufalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to 
worfhip.  Jefus  faith,  the  hour  cometh,  when  ye  fhall 
neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerufalem  wor- 
fhip the  Father.  Ye  worfhip  ye  know  not  what.  The 
true  worfhippers  fhall  worfhip  the  Father  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth:  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch  to  worfhip  him. 
John  iv.  This  is  the  work  of  God  that  ye  believe 
on  him  whom  he  hath  fent.    John  vi.     He  ftaggered 

not 


L     53     3 

not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief;  but  was 
ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God.  Rom.  iv.  Pure 
religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is 
this,  To  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their  af- 
fliction and  to  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world. 
James  i.  To  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  forget 
not:  for  with  fuch  facrifices  God  is  well  plealed. 
Heb.  xiii. 

John  faid,  Matter  we  faw  one  catting  out  devils  in 
thy  name,  and  we  forbad  him,  becaufe  he  followeth 
not  with  us.     Jefus  faid,  forbid  him  not. 

He  fent  meffengers,  and  they  went  into  a  village 
of  the  Samaritans  to  make  ready  for  him.  And  they 
did  not  receive  him,  becaure  his  face  was  as  though 
he  would  go  to  Jerufalem.  When  his  difciples 
James  and  John  faw  this,  they  faid,  Lord,  wilt  thou 
that  we  command  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven  and 
confumethem.  But  he  rebuked  them,  and  faid,  ye 
know  not  what  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of.  For  the 
ion  of  man  is  not  come  to  dettroy  mens  lives,  but  to 
fave  them.     Luke  ix. 

Some  indeed  preach  Chrift  even  of  envy  and  ttrife, 
and  fome  alfo  of  good  will.  The  one  preach  Chrift: 
of  contention,  not  fincerely,  fnppofing  to  add  afflic- 
tion to  my  bonds:  but  the  other  of  love,  knowing 
that  I  am  fet  for  the  defence  of  the  gofpel.  What 
then  ?  notwithftanding  every  way,  whether  in  pre- 
tence, or  in  truth,  Chrift  is  preached  ;  and  I  therein 
do  rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice.     Phil.  i. 

BlefTed  are  the  meek.  BlefTed  are  the  merciful. 
BlefTed  are  the  peace-makers.  BlefTed  are  they  which 
are  perfecuted  for  righreoufnefs  fake.  BlefTed  are  ye 
when  men  (hall  revile  you,  and  perfecute  you.  Matt. v. 
Behold,  I  fend  you  forth  as  fheep  in  the  midft  of 
wolves :  be  harmlefs  as  doves.     Matt.  ix. 

Jefus  began  to  mew  unto  his  difciples  how  that  he 
mutt  fuffer  many  things,  and  be  killed.  Then  Peter 
began  to  rebuke  him,  faying,  be  it  far  from  thee, 
Lord.  But  he  faid  unto  Peter,  get  thee  behind  me 
fetan  :  thou  art  an  offence  unto  me:  thou  favoured 
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not  the  things  that  be  of  God,  but  thofe  that  be  of 
men.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  his  difciples,  If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take 
up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me.  For  whofoever  will 
fave  his  life  fhall  lofe  it ;  and  whofoever  will  lofe  his 
life  for  my  fake,  fhall  find  it.  For  what  is  a  man 
profited,  if  he  fhall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe 
his  foul.  Matt.  xvi. 

Peter  began  to  fay  unto  him,  Lo,  we  have  left  all, 
and  have  followed  thee.  And  Jefus  anfwered,  Verily 
I  fay  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath  left  houfe, 
or  brethren,  or  fifters,  or  father,  or  mother, 
or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands,  for  my  fake  and  the 
goipeFs,  but  he  fhall  receive  an  hundred  fold  now  in 
this  time,  with  perfections  ->  and  in  the  world  to 
come  eternal  life. 

James  and  John  came  unto  him,  faying,  Matter, 
we  would  that  thou  moulded  do  for  us  whatfoever  we 
fhall  defire.  And  he  faid  unto  them,  what  would  ye  ? 
They  faid,  Grant  unto  us  that  we  may  fit,  one  on 
thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  thy  left  hand,  in 
thy  glory.  But  Jefus  faid,  Ye  know  not  what  ye 
afk  :  can  ye  drink  of  the  cup  that  I  drink  of?  and  be 
baptized  with  the  baptifm  that  I  am  baptized  with  ?* 

The  ten  began  to  be  much  difpleafed  with  James 
and  John.  But  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  ye  know  that 
they  which  are  accounted  to  rule  over  the  Gentiles 
exercife  lordfhip  over  them  •,  and  their  great  ones 
exercife  authority  upon  them :  but  fo  fhall  it  not  be 
among  you :  but  whofoevever  will  be  great  among 
you  fnall  be  your  minifter,  and  whofoever  of  you 
will  be  the  chiefeft  fhall  be  fervant  of  all.  Mark  x. 

Learn  of  me  ;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart : 
and  ye  fhall  find  reft  unto  your  fouls.  Matt.  xi. 

I  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord  befeech  you,  that  ye 
walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called, 

*  This  is  one  of  the  texts  on  which  the  primitive  Chriftians 
grounded  their  opinion  and  earneft  expectation,  that  martyrdom 
was  not  only  Aire  of  heaven,  but  of  the  moil  glorious  crown. 
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with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs,  with  long  fufFering, 
forbearing  one  another  in  love ;  endeavouring  to  keep 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  Eph.  iv. 

Put  off  thefe,  anger,  wrath,  malice — Put  on,  as 
the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mer- 
cies, kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  long- 
fufFering,  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving 
one  another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  againft  any  : 
even  as  Chrift  forgave  you,  fo  alfo  do  ye.  And 
above  all  thefe  things  put  on  charity,  which  is  the 
bond  of  perfectnefs.  And  let  the  peace  of  God  rule 
in  your  hearts,  to  the  which  alio  ye  are  called  in  one 
body.     Col.  iii. 

The  cares  of  this  world,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
riches  choke  the  word.     Matt.  xiii. 

Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in 
the  world  •,  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of 
the  Father  is  not  in  him.  For  all  that  is  in  the  world, 
the  luft  of  the  flefh,  and  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the 
pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world. 
And  the  world  paffeth  away,  and  the  lull  thereof: 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever, 
i  John  ii. 

Know  ye  not  that  the  friendfhip  of  the  world  is  en- 
mity with  God  ?  Whofoever  therefore  will  be  a  friend 
of  the  world,  is  the  enemy  of  God.  Do  ye  think 
that  the  fcripture  faith  in  vain,  The  fpirit  that  dwelleth 
in  us  lufteth  to  envy.     James  iv. 

I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  :  for  whom  I 
have  fuffcred  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count 
them  but  dung  that  I   may  win  Chrift.     Phil.  iii. 

Remember  Lot's  wife. 

1  command  you,  that  ye  love  one  another.  If 
the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before 
it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  his  own  ;  but  becaufe  ye  arc  not  of  the 
world,  but  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  there- 
fore the  world  hateth  you.  If  they  have  perfccuted 
me,  they  will  alfo  perfecutc  you.     John  xv. 

i  Me 
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He  is  a  chofen  veffel  unto  me  ;    I  will  (hew  him 
how  great  things  he  muft  fuffer  for  my  name's  fake. 
Acts  ix.  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alio  to 
die  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  chap.  xxi.  I  take 
pleafure  in  infirmities,  in  reproaches,  in  neceffities,  in 
perfecutioi\s,  and  diftreffes  for  Chrift's  fake.  2  Cor.  xii. 
Rejoicing  that   they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffer 
fhame  for  his  name.  Acl:s  v.     Joint  heirs  with  Chrift; 
if  fo  be  that  we  fuffer  with  him,  that  we  may  be  alfo 
glorified  together.    Fori  reckon  that  the  fufferings  of 
this  prefent  time,    are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  the  glory  which  fhall  be  revealed  in  us.  Rom.  viii. 
Though  our  outward  man  perifh,  yet  the  inward  man 
is  renewed  day  by  day.     For  our  light  affliction  which 
is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  -9  while  we  look 
not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,    but  at  the  things 
which  are  not  ken  :  for  the  things  which  are  feen  are 
temporal,  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen  are  eter- 
nal. 2  Cor.  iv.     In  nothing  terrified  by  your  adver- 
saries :  for  unto  you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chrift, 
not  only  to  believe  on  him,  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his 
fake.  Phil.  i.     1  fuffer  thefe  things :    neverthelefs,  I 
am  not  afhamed  ;  for  I  know  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which 
1  have  committed  unto  him.  2  Tim.  i.     I  fuffer  trou- 
ble as  an  evil-doer,  even  unto  bonds  -9  but  the  word 
of  God  is  not  bound.     I  endure  all  things  for  the 
elect's  fake.     If  we  fuffer  we  (hall  alfo  reign  with 
him  :    if  .we  deny  him,  he  alfo  will  deny  us.     The 
fervant  of  the  Lord  muft  not  ftrive  j    but  be  gentle 
unto  all  men.  2  Tim.  ii.     Choofing  rather  to  fuffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God  ;  efteeming  the  re- 
proach of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of 
Egypt.     Others  were  tortured,   not  accepting  deli- 
verance •,  others  had  trials  of  mockings  and  fcourg- 
ings,  of  bonds  and  imprifonments ;  they  were  ftoned, 
they  were  fawn  afunder,    were   tempted,  were  fiain 
with  the  fword :  they  wandered  about  in  fheep-fkins  j 
and  goat-fkins  ;  being  deftitute,  afflicted,  tormented, 

o£ 
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of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy  :  they  wandered 
in  deferts  and  mountains,  and  dens,  and  caves  of  the 
earth.  Heb.  xi.  The  things  which  happened  unto 
me  have  turned  out  rather  unto  the  furtherance  of  the 

foipel.  Phil.  i.  We  glory  in  tribulations  alfo  ; 
nowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience ;  and  pa- 
tience, experience  j  and  experience  hope  -,  and  hope 
maketh  not  afhamed ;  becaufe  the  love  of  God  is  (hed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Rom.  v. 

Tribulation  arifeth  becaufe  of  the  word.  Matt.  xiii. 
In  the  world  ye  (hall  have  tribulation.  John  xvi.  It 
is  through  much  tribulation  we  muft  enter  the  king- 
dom. Acts  xiv.  Yea,  and  all  that  will  live  godly 
in  Chrift  Jefus  fhall  fuffer  perfecution.   2  Tim.  iii. 

Thou  halt  known  my  purpofe,  long  fuffering, 
charity,  patience,  perfecutions,  afflictions — What 
persecutions  I  endured.  2  Tim.  iii.  Being  reviled, 
we  blefs  $  being  perfecuted,  we  fuffer  it  -,  being  de- 
famed we  intreat.  1  Cor.  iv.  Ye  have  condemned 
and  killed  the  juft  :  and  be  doth  not  refift  you.  Be 
patient,  brethren  ;  ftablifh  your  hearts  :  for  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.  Grudge  not  one 
againft  another :  take  the  prophets  for  an  example  of 
fuffering  affliction  and  of  patience.  Behold,  we  count 
them  happy  which  endure.  James  v.  Count  it  all 
joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temptations ;  knowing 
that  the  trying  of  your  faith  worketh  patience.  Blef- 
fed  is  he  which  endureth  temptation  :  for  when  he  is 
tried  he  fhall  receive  the  crown  of  life.  James  i.  Let 
your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.  Be  care- 
ful for  nothing.  I  have  learned  in  whatfoever  (late  I 
am  therewith  to  be  content.  I  know  both  how  to  be 
abafed,  and  I  know  how  to  abound  ;  to  be  full,  and 
to  fuffer  need,  Phil.  iv.  Let  your  converfation  be 
without  covetoufnefs  •,  and  be  content  with  fuch 
things  as  ye  have,  for  he  hath  faid,  I  will  never 
leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee.  Let  us  go  forth  unto 
him  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach  :  for 
here  we  have  no  continuing  city,  but  we  leek  one  to 
come.     I  will  not  fear  what  man  fhall  do  unto  me. 

Heb. 
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Heb.  xi.  Ye  (hall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
name's  fake :  but  he  that  endureth  to  the  end  fhall 
be  faved.  It  is  enough  for  the  difciple,  if  he  be  as 
his  maftcr.  Fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body,  but 
are  not  able  to  kill  the  foul.  He  that  taketh  not 
his  crofs  and  followeth  after  me  is  not  worthy  of  me. 
Matt.  x.  Think  it  not  flxange  concerning  the  fiery 
trial  which  is  to  try  you  :  but  rejoice  in  2s  much  as 
ye  are  partakers  of  thrift's  fufferings'.  If  ye  be  re- 
proached for  the  name  of  Chrift,  happy  are  ye.  But 
let  none  of  you  fufTer  as  an  evil-doer,  or  as  a  bufy 
body  in  other  men's  matters.  Yet  if  any  fuffer  as  a 
Chriftian  let  him  not  be  afhamed ;  but  let  him  glo- 
rify God  on  this  behalf,  i  Pet.  iv.  Love  as  brethren ; 
be  pitiful,  be  courteous  :  not  rendering  evil  for  evil, 
or  railing  for  railing :  but  contrariwife,  bleffing.  He 
that  will  love  life,  &c.  let  him  efchew  evil,  let  him 
feek  peace  and  enfue  it.  And  who  is  he  that  will 
harm  you,  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which  is  good  ? 
But,  and  if  ye  fuffer  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  happy  are 
ye:  and  be  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be 
troubled  ;  but  fanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts. 
It  is  better  if  the  will  of  God  be  fo,  that  ye  fuffer  for 
well-doing  than  for  evil-doing.  For  Chrift  alfo  hath 
fuffered,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft.  i  Pet.  iii.  Dearly 
beloved,  I  befeech  you  as  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  ab- 
ftain  from  flefhly  lufts  which  war  againft  the  foul. 
What  glory  is  it  if,  when  ye  be  buffeted  for  your 
faults,  ye  fhalt  take  it  patiently  ?  but,  if,  when  ye  do 
well,  and  fufTer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently,  this  is  ac- 
ceptable with  God.  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  call- 
ed :  becaufe  Chrift  fuffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  ex- 
ample, that  ye  fliould  follow  his  fteps :  who  when 
he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  •,  when  he  fuffered, 
he  threatened  not;  but  committed  himfelf  to  him 
that  judgeth  righteoufly.  i  Pet.  ii.  Forafmuch  then 
as  Chrift  hath  fuffered  for  us,  arm  yourfelves  like- 
wife  with  the  fame  mind,  i  Pet.  iv.  Looking  unto 
Jefus,  who  endured  the  crofs,  defpifed  the  fhame, 
and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of 
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God.  Confider  him  that  endured  fuch  contradiction 
of  finners  againft  himfelf,  left  ye  be  wearied  and 
faint  in  your  minds.  Ye  have  not  yet  refilled  unto 
blood,  ftriving  againft  fin.  Heb.  xii.  Let  nothing 
be  done  through  ftrife.  Look  not  every  man  at  his 
own  things.  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  alfo 
in  Chrift  Jefus  :  who  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God ;  but  made  himfelf  of  no  reputa- 
tion, and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs. — Do  all  things  without 
murmuring  and  difputing,  that  ye  may  be  blame- 
lefs  and  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God,  without  rebuke, 
in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation.  If  I 
be  offered  upon  thefacrifice  and  fervice  of  your  faith, 
I  joy,  and  rejoice  with  you  all.  For  the  fame  caule 
do  ye  joy,  and  rejoice  with  me.     Phil.  ii. 

Let  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  cla- 
mour, and  evil-fpeaking  be  put  away  from  you, 
with  all  malice  :  and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God, 
for  Chrift's  fake,  hath  forgiven  you.  Be  ye  therefore 
followers  of  God,  as  dear  children  j  and  walk  in 
love.     Eph.  iv.  5. 

If  thy  brother  fhall  trefpafs  againft  thee,  go  and 
tell  him  his  fault:  if  he  fhall  hear  thee  thou  haft 
gained  thy  brother.  Peter  laid,  how  oft  fhall  my 
brother  fin  againft  me,  and  I  forgive  him  ?  till  feveri 
times?  jefus  faith  unto  him,  until  feventy  times  feven. 
Matt,  xviii. 

I  fay  unto  you,  that  ye  RESIST  NOT  EVIL*; 
but  whofoevcr  fhall  fmite  thee  on  thy  right  check, 

turn 

*  py  yeu  xflcttPti*  on — A  Chriftian's  band  rauft  by  no  m?ans  be 
lifted  up  in  refinance  ;  for  Chrift  v.  ill  not  have  his  people  like 
the  reft  of  the  world,  but  orders  them  to  Ihine  with  a  diftingoifh- 
ing  patience  and  meeknefs,  and  to  win  men  over  from  their  firis 
b\  fuch  gentle  arts  of  convert  on.  And  I  could  give  you  a  proof 
of  the  influence  of  fuch  bright  examples  from  many  con 
among  u«,  who  from  men  of  violence  and  oppreiTion  were  trans- 
formed into  quite  another  nature,  perfectly  overcome  by  the 
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turn  to  him  the  other  alfo.  And,  if  any  man  will 
fue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him 
have  thy  cloak  alfo.  And  whofoever  (hall  compel 
thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with  him  twain.  It  hath  been 
faid,  Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour,  and  hate  thine 
enemy:  but  I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  enemies,  blefs 
them  that  curTe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you, 
and  pray  for  them  that  defpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute 
you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  ;  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife 
on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on 
che  juft  and  on  the  unjuft.  For  if  you  love  them 
which  love  you,  what  reward  have  you  ;  do  not  even 
the  publicans  the  fame  ?  And  if  ye  falute  your 
brethren  only,  what  do  ye  more  than  others  ?  do  not 
even  the  publicans  lb  ?  Be  ye  therefore  perfect, 
even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
Matt.  v. 

I  befeech  you,  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  God,  that  ye  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice, 
holy  unto  God  :  and  be  not  conformed  to  this  world  ; 
but  be  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind. 
Let  love  be  without  diffimulation  ;  abhor  that  which 
is  evil  ;  cleave  to  that  which  is  good.  Be  kindly  af- 
fectioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love  :  re- 
joicing in  hope  ;  patient  in  tribulation.  Blefs  them 
which  perfecute  you  ^  blefs  and  curfe  not.  Reconv 
pence  to  no  man  evil,  for  evil.  If  it  be  poflible,  as 
much  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peaceably  with  all  men. 
Dearly  beloved,  avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  rather 
give  place  unto  wrath  ;  for  it  is  written,  vengeance 
is  mine ;  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord.  Therefore  if 
thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he  thirft,  give 
him  drink :  for  in  fo  doing  thou  fhalt  heap  coals  of 
fire  upon  his  head.  Be  not  overcome  of  evil  •,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good.     Let  every  foul  be  fub- 

iive  courage  of  their  Chriftian  neighbours,  or  by  obferving  the 
new  attonilhing  patience  of  fuch  injured  Chriilians  as  they  chanced 
to  travel  with,  or  the  experience  they  had  of  their  fidelity  in  their 
dealings.    Justin, 
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jecl  *  unto  the  higher  powers ;  for  there  is  no  power 
but  of  God  •,  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God.  Wholbever  therefore  refifteth  the  power,  re- 
fifteth  the  ordinance  of  God :  and  they  that  refill 
fhall  receive  to  themfelves  damnation.  Ye  muft  needs 
be  fubject  not  only  for  wrath,  but  alio  for  confcience 
fake.  For  for  this  caufe  pay  ye  tribute  alfo. 
Rom.  xii.  13. 

Put  them  in  mind  to  be  fubject  to  principalities 
and  powers,  to  obey  magiftrates,  to  fpeak  evil  of  no 
man,  to  be  no  brawlers,  but  gentle,  fhewing  all 
meeknefs  unto  all  men.  For  we  ourfelves  alfo  were 
lbmetimes  difobedient,  deceived,  living  in  malice 
and  envy,  hateful  and  hating  one  another.  But — 
He  faved  us,  by  the  warning  of  regeneration  and  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghoft.     Tit.  iii. 

Submit  yourfelves  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for 
the  Lord's  fake  :  whether  it  be  to  the  King,  as  fu- 
preme ;  or  unto  governors,  as  unto  them  that  are 
fent  by  him.  For  (b  is  the  will  of  God,  that  with  well- 
doing ye  may  put  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolifh 
men  :  as  free,  and  not  ufing  your  liberty  for  a  cloak 
of  malicioufnefs,  but  as  the  fervants  of  God.  Ho- 
nour all  men  ;  love  the  brotherhood  -,  honour  the 
King.     1  Pet.  ii. 

The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  referve  the  unjufl:  to 
the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punilhed  :  but  chiefly 
them  that  walk  after  the  flefh,  and  defpife  govern- 
ment :  prefumptuous  are  they,  felf-willed  ♦,  they  are 
not  afraid  to  fpeak  evil  of  dignities  :  whereas  Angels 
that  are  greater  in  power  and  might,  bring  not  rail- 
ing accufation  againft  them.  An  heart  they  have 
exercifed  with  covetous  practiles  ;  curfed  children; 
which  have  forfaken  the  right  way,  and  are  gone 
altray,  following  the  ways  of  Balaam.  Thefe  are 
wells  without  water,  clouds  that  are  carried  with  a 

*  The  primitive  Chritfians  underftood  this  as  obliging  them 
to  allegiance  to  fuch  Emperors  as  Caligula,  "Nero,  Domitian, 
and  their  oppreffive  vicegerents  in  the  fubjugated  provinces. 

tempeft, 
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tempeft.  For  they  fpeak  great  fwelling  words  of  va- 
nity :  while  they  promife  them  liberty,  they  them- 
felves  are  the  fervants  of  corruption.     2  Pet.  ii. 

Thefe  filthy  dreamers  defpife  dominion,  and  fpeak 
evil  of  dignities.  Raging  waves  of  the  fea,  foaming 
out  their  own  fhame.  Thefe  are  murmurers  and 
complainers.  Remember  ye  the  words  pf  the  Apof- 
tles ;  how  that  they  told  you  there  ihould  be  moc- 
kers, who  would  walk  after  their  own  ungodly  lufts. 
Thefe  are  they  who  feparate  themfelves.     Jude. 

Warn  them  that  are  unruly.  See  that  none  render 
evil,  for  evil :  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good, 
both  among  yourfelves  and  to  all  men.  Abftain 
from  all  appearance  of  evil.  1  Theff.  v.  This  know 
that  in  the  laft  days  perilous  times  fhall  come.  For 
men  fhall  be  lovers  of  their  ownfelves,  covetous, 
boafters,  proud,  blafphemers,  difobedient  to  parents, 
unthankful,  truce- breakers,  fierce,  traitors,  heady, 
high-minded  •,  having  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  deny- 
ing the  power  thereof.     2  Tim.  iii. 

He  anfwered  for  himfelf,  neither  againft  the  law 
of  the  Jews,  neither  againft  the  Temple,  neither 
againft  Oefar  have  I  offended  any  thing  at  all. 
Acts  xxv. 

They  that  received  tribute  came  to  Peter,  and 
faid,  Doth  not  your  mafter  pay  tribute  ?  He  faith, 
Yes.  When  he  was  come  into  the  houie,  Jelus 
prevented  him,  faying,  What  thinkeft  thou,  Simon  ? 
Of  whom  do  the  kings  of  the  earth  take  cuftom  or 
tribute?  of  their  own  children,  or  of  itrangers  ?  Peter 
faith  unto  him,  Of  ftrangers.  Jelus  faith,  Then  are 
the  children  free.  Neverthelefs,  left  we  mould  offend 
them,  go  thou  to  the  fea,  and  take  up  the  filh  that  firft 
cometh  up  ;  and  when  thou  haft  opened  his  mouth, 
thou  fhalt  find  a  piece  of  money :  that  take,  and 
give  unto  them  for  me  and  thee.     Matt.  xvii. 

Jefus  anfwered,  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  : 
if  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my 
fervants  fight  5  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from 
hence.     John  xviii. 

He 
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He  (hewed  himfclf  unto  them  as  they  ft  rove,  and 
would  have  fet  them  at  one  again,  faying,  Sirs,  ye 
are  brethren :  why  do  ye  wrong  one  to  another  ? 
Acts  vii. 

Brother  goeth  to  law  with  brother,  and  that  before 
the  unbelievers.  Now  therefore  there  is  utterly  a 
fault  among  you,  becaufe  ye  go  to  law  one  with 
another.  Why  do  ye  not  rather  take  wrong  ?  why 
do  ye  not  rather  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  defrauded  ? 
Nay,  ye  do  Wrong  and  defraud,  and  that  your 
brethren.  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  (hall 
not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.     i  Cor.  vi. 

Let  every  man  abide  in  the  fame  calling  wherein 
he  was  called.  Art  thou  called  being  a  fervant  ? 
care  not  for  it :  but  if  thou  mayeft  be  made  free, 
ufe  it  rather.  For  he  that  is  called  ,  in  the  Lord  be- 
ing a  fervant,  is  the  Lord's  freeman  •,  likewife  alfo 
he  that  is  called  being  free,  is  the  Lord's  fervant. 
Brethren,  let  every  man  wherein  he  is  called  therein 
abide  with  God.      i  Cor.  vii. 

Servants,  be  fubject  to  your  mailers  with  all  fear ; 
not  only  to  the  good  and  -gentle,  but  alfo  to  the  fro- 
ward.  For  this  is  thank-worthy,  if  a  man  for  con- 
fcience  toward  God  endure  grief,  fufrering  wrong- 
fully,    i  Pet.  ii. 

Exhort  fervants  to  be  obedient  unto  their  own 
mailers,  and  to  pleafe  them  well  in  all  things ;  not 
anfwering  again  ;  (hewing  all  good  fidelity  •,  that 
they  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in 
all  things.     Tit.  ii. 

Let  as  many  fervants  as  are  under  the  yoke  count 
their  own  matters  worthy  of  all  honour,  that  the 
name  of  God  and  his  doctrine  be  not  blafphemed. 
And  they  that  have  believing  mailers  let  them  not 
defpife  them  becaufe  they  are  brethren  •,  but  rather 
do  them  fervice  becaufe  they  are  faithful,  &c.  Thefe 
things  teach  and  exhort.  If  any  man  teach  other- 
wile,  and  confent  not  to  wholefome  words,  even  the 
words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  and  to  the  doctrine 
which  is  according  to  godlinefs  •,  he  is  proud,  know- 
ing 


[     64     ] 

ing  nothing,  but  doting  about  queftions  and  ftrifes 
of  words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  ftrife,  railings,  evil 
furmifings,  perverfe  difputings  of  men  of  corrupt 
minds,  fuppofing  that  gain  is  godlinefs.  From  fuch 
withdraw  thyfelf.  But  godlinefs  with  contentment 
is  great  gain.  For  we  brought  nothing  into  this 
world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out. 
And  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith 
content.  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  a 
temptation  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifh  and 
hurtful  lufts,  which  drown  men  in  deflruction  and 
perdition.  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil :  which  while  fome  coveted  after,  they  have 
erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themfelves  through 
with  many  forrows.  But  thou,  O  man  of  God ;  flee 
thefe  things,  and  follow  after  righteoufnefs,  godli- 
nefs, faith,  love,  patience,  meeknefs.  FlGHT  THE 
GOOD  FIGHT  of  Faith  *.     i  Tim.  vi. 

For  many  walk,  of  whom  I  have  told  you  often, 
and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that  they  are  the 
enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  whofe  end  is  deduc- 
tion, whofe  God  is  their  belly,  and  whofe  glory  is  in 
their  fhame,  who  mind  earthly  things^  for  our  con- 
verfation  (TroXirwp*  polity)  is  in  heaven. 

*  The  fervants  mentioned  in  this,  and  in  the  three  foregoing 
paffages  were  flaves :  by  which  it  appears  that  natural  right,  and 
liberty  muft  not  be  infilled  on  by  Chriftians ;  but,  if  they  may  be 
had,  ufe  them  rather. 


